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wilderspin
GARAGE LTD

A local family-run business

FREE
USE OF  

COURTESY CARS

FREE
COLLECTION AND  
DELIVERY SERVICE

AIR  
CONDITIONING 

SERVICING

M
OTOR

HOM
E SERVICING -  

M
OT'S &

 HABITATION CHECKS  

ALL DONE ON SITE

OAKTREE ROAD | FEN DRAYTON | CB24 4SS
Tel: 01954 230273 | Email: wilderspingarageltd@gmail.com

www.wilderspin-garage.co.uk

SERVICING & REPAIRS
EXHAUSTS | BATTERIES | TYRES | CLUTCHES | BRAKES | TIMING BELTS

M.O.T. TESTING CENTRE
CLASSES 4,5 & 7 | MOTOR HOMES | MINI BUSES 

CARS | VANS | LIGHT COMMERCIAL
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bannold.co.uk
01954 231666  |  email: supplies@bannold.co.uk

Capability Barns, Huntingdon Rd, Fen Drayton, cambs CB24 4SD

Visit our truly
stunning display gardens

SPECIALISTS IN NATURAL HARD
– LANDSCAPING MATERIALS –
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September 2024

08  Pimms & Pate Garden Lunch, Parish   
 Church

08 & 21 Canoe Safari, RSPB Fen Drayton Lakes 

14 Hobbies, Crafts & Collections, URC 

21 Quiz in aid of Feast Week, Village Hall 

22 Service of Thanksgiving, 150 years, URC 

27 Macmillan Coffee Morning, URC   
  

Oct 2024

02 Open evening, new Squirrels (Scouts),   
 Village Hall    All welcome 

05 Collection for Tools for a Mission, URC 

06 Harvest Praise, URC

08 Scouts Open evening for adults,   
 Village Hall  All welcome  

13 Harvest Festival, Parish Church 

13 Harvest Festival/lunch, Parish Church 

24 Open Day, Atticus House, Hilton,   
 Poppy Appeal 

Nov 2024

30 Christmas Fayre, Parish Church

Dec 2024

06 Christmas Lights  

07  Seasonal Sing-Along 

26 Fenstanton Morris, Clock Tower  
 

If you have an event coming up that you would 
like to have listed on this page please send the 
details to Anne at fenstanton@thejournal.life

Events at a Glance
Fen Drayton  Fenstanton  Hilton

Auction Sales  
& Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction of 
 individual items, through to complete  
property and commercial clearances.

SALE ENTRIES INVITED
Friday, Saturday & Monday  
between 8.30am and 5pm

75 New Street, St Neots PE19 1AJ
01480 474 550
sn@peacockauction.co.uk
peacockauction.co.uk
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Editors     
Gill Parrish - fendrayton@thejournal.life 
Anne Mustill - fenstanton@thejournal.life 
Malcolm Lynn - hilton@thejournal.life 

Circulation
Denise May - circulation@thejournal.life
Advertising
Nigel Ferrier - info@thejournal.life

Please submit any copy by 12 September 2024 latest for the October edition.
Cover image and the image on this page kindly supplied by Gill Parrish

 

From all at The Journal we hope you enjoy this edition

 

September officially marks the end of summer and the beginning of 
autumn. Nature starts its preparation for the colder months ahead, 
although with the current changes in our climate it is difficult to know 
sometimes which period we are in.  The significance of September’s 
Harvest Moon has long gone with the majority if not all harvesting done 
before this celebrated moon reveals itself.  Even celebrating Harvest 
Festival as a topical event now seems a month too late.

One thing that September does bring every year without fail is the return 
to school.  Alice Cooper’s School’s Out is now a faded memory as parents 
prepare their children for the return to routine education.

Here at The Journal we have enjoyed a month’s break, but we are back 
with a bumper issue with some amazing features from local contributors.  
This month don’t miss Revd David Busk’s personal insight on Japan or Jo 
Treeby’s fascinating piece about being in the police cells again!

If you have a story to share please do get in touch we would love to hear it.

MOVING INTO
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Village News

H Hilton Coffee Mornings 
Coffee mornings in aid of EACH          

(East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices) 

       

 on the first Saturday of each month. 

 

7 September  10:00am to 12:00 noon 
5 October  10:00am to 12 noon 

 
Hope you will be able to join us! 

 

are held in 
the Hilton 
Methodist 

Schoolroom 

 

Hilton 
Community Hub

Hilton’s wonderful Community Hub is on 
holiday but don’t worry, Jan, Sue and their 
fantastic team of helpers will be back again 
every Wednesday from 04 September from 
10am to 12.30pm and throughout the coming 
winter.

Typically for Hilton, all manner of fundraising 
has ensured enough funds to run this amazing 
way to meet up with old friends and make new 
ones.

For example , Mandy and Lorne made a five 
mile sponsored walk in which they raised 
£390 - well done and thank you both!  And we 
can also take part in a Tesco fundraiser at the 
checkouts. 

This all began last winter as a Warm Hub but 
has become a very special, regular meeting 
place with tea, coffee, biscuits, CAKE!, games 
or just chat, and ending with a light lunch.

So come and try it.  The welcome for one and 
all is always very warm!

Fenstanton United 
Reformed Church

Harvest Festival
 

Songs of Praise
Sunday 06 October

3.00pm
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When you looked out of the 
window the morning of 06 July 
it was hard to believe the BIG 
Village Fun Day would take 
place.  We were being subjected 
to a biblical thunderstorm with 
inches of rain falling.  Despite 
the weather the volunteers 
continued through the morning 
preparing the event for its noon 
start.
And, as if by a miracle, as the 
Cambridge City Brass Band 
struck up and the first brave 
visitors arrived the rain stopped, 
the clouds parted and the sun 
shone.  The change of weather 
brought more people out and by 
early afternoon the school field 
was buzzing.
The traditional races proved as 
popular as ever with the tug of 
war being the star of the show. 
Teams of all ages competed for a range of 
trophies.  The archery provided by the Scouts 
gave people a taste of this traditional activity.

Families enjoyed the range of inflatables and 
games. The stocks were a hit amongst the 
school children who were offered a range 
of targets including the Headmaster.  The 

bar once again proved popular 
especially as it screened England’s 
Euro24 semi-final game, which   
they won!
Live music, which has returned as a 
feature of the event, was definitely 
enhanced with the Scouts’ 
renderings of campfire songs.
Overall, there was lots of variety to 
entertain families, and far too many 
to list individually.  This was the first 
time that the Village Sports Day had 
joined forces with the PTA Summer 
Fayre and been supported by 
Fenstanton Parish Council.  Thanks 
go to all the other organisations 
and volunteers who made the day 
a success.  It will be back next year 
on Saturday 05 July rain or shine!

The gods 
were smiling
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Village News

Hedgehogs

The Huntingdonshire Local Group of the 
Wildlife Trust is pleased to welcome Judith 
Large on Wednesday 11th September at 
7.30pm at Brampton Memorial Hall.
Judith is a retired lecturer and long-standing 
volunteer at Shepreth Hedgehog Hospital.
Shepreth Hedgehog Hospital is a specialist 
setting where sick and injured hedgehogs 
are treated and then released back to the 
wild. It is open 365 days of the year and in the 
last 10 years they have rescued over 5,000 
hedgehogs.
As well as information about the treatment at 
the hospital, Judith will include information 
about hedgehogs in general and practical 
things you can do in your garden and 
community to support them.
Everyone is most welcome to attend. Booking 
is not necessary. The charge is £3.50 and 
payment is by cash or card. We meet at 
Brampton Memorial Hall, Thrapston Road, 
Brampton, PE28 4TB. For more information 
please contact George (01480 450809 or 
georgecottam@virginmedia.com)
Part of the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire 
and Northamptonshire.  Registered Charity No: 1000412

Save the date, time 
and place!

Saturday 16 November              
Prince of Wales, Hilton - 7.30 pm

Grand Launch of the Hilton 
Calendar Girls’ 2025 Calendar

All sales in aid of Hilton Community 
Hub winter funds. Watch for more 
information in October’s Journal
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EyeSpecs

EyeSpecs

Why are you paying so much for your Glasses?

will save you up to £200
on High Street prices!

◆ Exclusive frame ranges and designer names
◆ 40 years’ophthalmic manufacturing experience
◆ Sunglasses and sports eyewear
◆ Modern and comfortable dispensing suite

25 Edison Road
St. Ives
Cambs
PE27 3LF
info@eyespecsuk.com
www.eyespecsuk.com

Open Monday to Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-1 (by appointment)

PARKING AVAILABLE

10%extra discounton your lenseswith thisadvert

Tel: 01480 499606

Call us
now or
drop in
today!
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The present Poppy Appeal total raised 
by the St Ives branch (including our own 
contributions), stands at a fantastic 
£22,280.01, well up on previous years.  
Among the several commemorations of 
major events 80 years ago in 1944 was the 
key Battle of Kohima Imphal near the Indian 
border which involved the allied armies of 
India and Great Britain and which prevented 
the Japanese forces from their aims.  (Worth 
a visit to Google for more details!)  The 
casualties on all sides were enormous and 
so members of the St Ives Branch proudly 
remembered that time with a short service 
at the Cross of Remembrance on July 18, 
supported by the Mayor of St Ives, Pascoe 
Hussain, and members of the Town Council. 
Every Legion meeting ends with the words on 
the memorial in Kohima ‘When you go home, 
think only of us and say, for your tomorrows 
we gave our today.’

The St Ives Branch continues to offer a drop-
in every third Friday in the Darlow room at 
the Ivy Leaf Club in the Broadway to welcome 
past and present members of the Armed 
Services, partners and friends for tea, coffee 
and a chat from 11am to 1pm. 
Also, the Women’s Section meets every 
second Monday morning from 11am for a 
chat, quiz or speaker so neither case needs us 
to be out on those dark winter evenings and 
we offer warm and friendly welcomes, often 
even cake! 
In 2023 Margaret and Charles Andrew kindly 
held a very successful Open Day at the 
beginning of the Poppy Appeal.  This year, 
Jan and Bruce Whatley have generously 
volunteered to host a similar fund-raising 
Open Day at their house.  So come and make 
your Poppy Appeal donations, with cash 
or card, just as last year - someone will be 
manning a card reader, enjoy meeting your 
friends for tea, coffee, biscuits and cake - yes, 
and buy your raffle tickets!

Date: Sunday 27 October 
Time: 10am to 4pm 
Place: Atticus House, Church End, Hilton. 
PE28 9NJ 
New members are very welcome to our 
meetings, just come along and meet us, you 
don’t need a connection with the Services.

Royal British 
Legion Hilton

L-R Grace McClaren, chair of St Ives branch women’s 
section, Pascoe Hussain, Mayor of St Ives and 
Monica Thompson, secretary of the branch and 

women’s section.

Village News

QUIZ
nIGHT

Sat. 21ST SEPTEMBER 7.30pm

Tickets on sale at
 www.feastweek.co.uk 
or call 07974 435266

Scan this QR code
to buy tickets

Licensed bar and snacks available to purchase

Hilton Village Hall
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Well-known Fenstanton fundraiser Jean 
Ding has been shortlisted as a finalist in 
the Fundraiser category of BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire’s Make a Difference    
Awards 2024.
The Make a Difference awards celebrate local 
community heroes who go above and beyond 
to make a positive impact on others.  The 
Fundraiser award is given to an individual or 
group who goes above and beyond to raise 
funds for a good cause.
Nominated by Fenstanton resident Roy 
McGee, over the years Jean has raised funds 
for many a good cause.  Having started 
fundraising at the age of 16, Jean has been 
raising money for local and national charities 
for the last half century.  She began by selling 
poppies and since then her fundraising 
activities have included rallies, tombolas, 

raffles, jam making, book and jigsaw sales 
and exhibitions, to name but a few.  She has 
sent dolls to Malawi, Beanie hats to Gambia 
and Fiddly Muffs to dementia patients.  
She collects tools for Tools with a Mission 
and sweet tubs for TUB2PUB.  No one in 
Fenstanton will forget the stall she set up 
outside her cottage during lockdown, giving 
pleasure to many and raising £6,400 for 34 
charities. Always willing to help, Jean is the 
first to react to every emergency, recently 
raising £200 for a struggling food bank.
When the finalists for the Fundraiser award 
were announced on live radio one Monday 
morning in mid-July, Jean was told she 

had been shortlisted in an on-air visit to her 
home by a Radio Cambridgeshire reporter.  
A surprised Jean answered the ring at her 
door to tell the reporter that the news was 
“gobsmacking”. The video clip was widely 
viewed on Facebook!
The winners of all the Make a Difference 
awards will be announced at a special 
ceremony in Saffron Walden in early 
September.   We all wish you good luck, Jean!
Photo shows Jean receiving a totally different 
award for growing peas at The BIG Fun Day  in 
Fenstanton on 6 July.

Local hero  
shortlisted for award
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Our group has been meeting each month for the last 
12 years, offering advice to beginners and honing and 
broadening our skills! 
Or are you an experienced crafter, who would like some 
friendly company in a relaxed setting?

Then this could be the group for you.
Crafters welcome to the Monday Mob…

Where:  United Reformed Church URC, Chequer Street, 
Fenstanton

When:  3rd Monday of the month
Time:  10am to 3pm
Price:  £5 per session (includes tea and coffee – just bring 

your own lunch) …first month free to see if you 
would like to join

Next meeting: 16 September 

For queries, please contact jackie.evans51@hotmail.com

Cambridgeshire Crafters

Village News

Want to learn a new craft? Always fancied 
having a go, but didn’t know where to start?

Some examples of our work…

Confidence             
with computers 
If you are one of our many older residents 
who are not sure about using a computer, 
help is at hand.  Maybe a younger relative or 
friend has set you up on a laptop but you’re 
“scared“  to use it on your own?  

Try one of the following:
Ask at the library in either St Ives or 
Huntingdon to be put on the list for one-to-
one help with computers.  You may have to 
wait your turn, but a friendly and sympathetic 
volunteer will help you find out exactly what 
you need to know, using your own laptop.  All 
you have to do then is keep practising!  This 
service is free.
Or if you prefer to help yourself at home, 
try the Age UK website, www.ageuk.org.uk 
Ask someone you know to show you how 
to find the website if necessary.  Go to the 

website, click on Information and Advice, 
then on Making the most of the Internet.  
You will find easy, step-by-step information 
to help you feel more confident while using 
the internet and stay safe while doing so.  
Learn how to: send emails, use Facebook or 
What’s App, do video calls, or do shopping or 
banking online.  You choose what you want 
to learn.  You don’t have to do anything 
to do with money online if you don’t 
want to!  There are also tips about 
how to make your laptop 
more accessible if you have 
problems with vision or 
hearing, for example how 
to make the print bigger.
The main thing is, just 
don’t give up!  Then, 
when you have 
learnt how to do 
something, keep 
practising so you 
won’t forget how 
to do it!
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Cambridge is blessed with many fine 
museums, some of international renown 
such as the Fitz (Fitzwilliam) and some 
smaller ones that in days gone by were hardly 
known about or visited by anyone outside 
Cambridge University. 
One such is the fabulous Whipple Museum of 
The History of Science. It only used to open 
on a Thursday afternoon from 2 to 4 pm, if 
someone was available, and was accessed 
through a small doorway in Free School Lane. 
Luckily, things are different nowadays. 
However, there are also college-based 
collections, of which my favourite is the 
Girton College collection in The Lawrence 

Room. There we find one of the most 
enigmatic faces in Cambridge. It belongs to a 
first-century Greek/Roman young lady named 
Hermione. Her superbly plaited mummy 
wrappings are a work of art in themselves 
and her beautifully painted face stares out 
to us from over 2000 years ago. Nearby, her 
family tell us she is Hermione Grammatike, 
which means she was probably a teacher of 
classics and clearly from a well-to-do family. 
Aged about 18 to 22, we do not know how 
she, sadly, died so young. 
Hermione was discovered in 1911 by Flinders 
Petrie near Cairo, Egypt. As Girton was 
the UK’s first residential college offering 
university-level education for women, it 
successfully petitioned Petrie that it was the 
ideal place for her to rest. Coincidentally, 
the Lawrence Rooms are open on Thursdays 
between 2 and 4 pm, by very welcoming staff.
Along its corridors and stairwells, Girton 
College also houses the People’s Portraits, 
dozens of fine paintings of ordinary people 
doing ordinary jobs, donated by members of 
the Royal Society of Portrait Painters. 
There is also a social hub cafe and, outside, 
a fine wild flower meadow. First-time visitors 
can get directions at the porter’s lodge. The 
car park is off the Girton Road.
Richard Close
Image reproduced with the kind permission of 
Girton College

A married man’s 
date with Hermione 
in Cambridge
(not as risqué as title might suggest!)
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What a week!  Feast week 2024 was filled to 
the brim with Medieval Merrymaking! The 
sun shone, the marquee was busy and we 
all had a fab time.  The festivities kicked 
off with a sunny sports day on Sunday and 
concluded with a fabulous produce show 
and village tea the following Saturday.  

The week between was jam-packed with 
activities, including a spectacular art show, 
songs of praise in the marquee, family yoga, 
a closely contended cricket match, guys and 
gals dancing, a toddler group parafunalia 
session, farm tours and pony rides at Monach 
Farm, a games evening, canasta and board 
games, activities at the community garden, 
Friday Feast, medieval activities from Those 
History People, a visit from the Raptor 
Centre, circus skills, and so much more!

Evenings in the 
marquee were a 
blast, featuring 
bands, discos, 
BBQs, food vans, 
barn dancing, and 
even a modern 
twist on jousting! 
Wednesday night 
was particularly 
memorable with 
stand-up sit-down 
bingo filling every 
chair and table in 
the marquee.
A huge thank 

you goes out to everyone 
who contributed to making 
Feast Week a triumph. It was 
truly a community effort! Special 
thanks go to the produce show and art show 
committees and to all of the local groups that 

ran sessions.  We are also incredibly grateful 
to all the willing volunteers who helped with 
a multitude of things, including setup and 
cleanup, stage construction, manning the 
kids’ bar, and even sleeping in the marquee! 
Thank you to the local schools for supporting 
with coats of arms artwork that decorated 
the stage so beautifully.  Finally, a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who attended and 
supported the events, and for all the kind 
comments and words of appreciation 
throughout the week.
But the fun doesn’t stop there, we are 
already planning our fundraisers ahead 
of next year’s Feast Week!  Do join us on 
Saturday 21st September for a quiz at Hilton 
Village Hall.  Tickets are available online at 
feastweek.co.uk.

Village News

Hilton Feast Week 2024
It isn’t long now until Feast Week begins on Sunday 21st July.  Below you can see 
all the activities on offer during the week.  You can find more information in our 
full programme found online at www.feastweek.co.uk.

Hilton Feast Week
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The Hilton Produce Show 
The Medieval Look
Our Feast Week Committee presented us 
with a challenge this year in shaping the 
schedule to fit the theme.  (Ye very olde 
medieval cakes centuries beyond their sell-
by dates??) 
Thankfully knights, castles, shields and 
dragons stimulated our highly creative 
entrants. The water melon dragon was 
much admired and there were several 
beautiful knot gardens, in contrast with 
some grotesque gargoyles. 
Baking was outstanding with two show 
cakes befitting a Royal Tournament and 
several mouth-watering fortified castle 
cakes made for the Jacob Collen Cup.
We were delighted to see princesses and 
knights bearing their creations and adult 
participants bringing stunning flower 
arrangements, baked goods, impressive 
flowers, fruit and vegetables all fit for the 
King’s table. 
At the end of the day we had two unexpected visitors: our newly elected Member of Parliament 
who graciously presented the prizes and obliged with photo opportunities; and an eye-
catching Privet Hawkmoth who had settled on the gingerbread exhibit. 

Thank you to everyone who entered 
or helped.  It was a happy day to be               
a Hiltonian.
Claire Sarkies
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Although I spend most of my time at home in 
Fen Drayton I was recently inside the police 
cells in Parkside police station in Cambridge. 
I’m there quite often, and sometimes I am in 
the cells in Thorpe Wood Peterborough, or 
occasionally (when its open) in Huntingdon. 
I’m not an especially suspicious character 
and don’t have a criminal record. I am an 
independent custody visitor, or ICV. I work 
as a volunteer on behalf of the OPCC (Office 
of the Police and Crime Commissioner) and 
am part of a nationwide team of volunteers 
who visit police cells every week to check the 
welfare of detainees. People in police cells are 
not prisoners, they have been arrested and 
are under investigation. Some will go on to be 
charged, and after due process may be found 
guilty of a crime and possibly remanded in 
custody. Others, found to be innocent by 
the courts, will be released without charge 
and some may be transferred to a different 
agency such as Border Force.
Custody visiting was first introduced in 
the UK after outbreaks of unrest in various 
major cities, most significantly in Brixton 
in April 1981. The government ordered an 
enquiry and Lord Scarman was appointed 
to investigate events. The Scarman report 
included several recommendations about 
reforming the law, community relations and 
police practices to help tackle the problems 
that caused such widespread civil disorder. 
As part of its recommendations the report 
advocated a system for members of the 
public from local communities to inspect 
the way the police treated and looked after 
people detained in custody. Originally 
referred to as lay visiting, independent 
custody visiting was developed to meet this 
recommendation. ICVs are the “eyes and ears 
of the community”, but the vast majority of 

the community is unaware of our existence!
ICVs come from a wide range of backgrounds 
and ages (currently from around 20 to 80). 
Serving police officers and solicitors are 
ineligible, as are magistrates and court 
officials. We also have to live or work within 
the area of the police cells we are visiting.
So what do we actually do? Custody visitors 
have to be interviewed, undergo basic 
security checks, and be trained. We visit 
in pairs, never singly. We arrive at police 
stations unannounced and are guaranteed 
entry and, unless there are safety concerns, 
the police have to admit us, no matter how 
busy they are or how inconvenient our visit 
is. Occasionally, this is frustrating for all 

concerned, but in we go. We are never told a 
detainee’s name, address, or why they have 
been arrested. If we recognise someone 
in the cells, we are utterly forbidden from 
disclosing to anyone that we have seen 
someone we know in custody. To do so would 
put ourselves at the risk of arrest. 
ICVs are entitled to speak to every person 
in custody without exception, although 

Back in 
police cells 
again by Jo Treeby
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custody staff will sometimes recommend 
that we don’t talk to someone. It could be 
that the person is violent, distressed or has 
just settled down, or on medical grounds. 
We ask detainees how they feel they’ve been 
treated while in custody, and we check that 
their rights are being met, such as access 
to a solicitor and medical help if needed, or 
if they have anyone at home (child, elderly 
relative, etc) who is dependent on them. If 
so, we request staff to alert the appropriate 
authority to ensure that no one is put at risk 
because the detainee is in custody. We make 
quite a number of checks, always with the 
consent of the person being detained; no one 
is forced to talk to us if they don’t want to. 

The work we do is varied: sometimes routine, 
rarely boring. Nationwide, our visits do make 
a difference. It is now a requirement for all 
police stations to have sanitary products 
which must be offered to all female detainees 
– this was brought about by the intervention 
of ICVs. Custody suites now frequently have 
a supply of reading glasses (the sort you can 
buy on the high street) to loan to people in 

detention. All detainees are offered a written 
copy of their rights and entitlements – not a 
lot of use if you can’t read them because your 
glasses are at home! Some (including those 
in Cambridgeshire) have coloured filters 
which people with dyslexia may find helpful 
when reading.

We also check on the condition of the 
cells where people are being held. On one 
infamous occasion during an especially hot 
spell the aircon was failing – the ICVs were 
seriously concerned about the heat, spoke 
to the duty Inspector who investigated and 
he subsequently made the decision to close 
the custody suite and transfer detainees to 
another police station. Staff had become 
used to it, the ICVs weren’t and took action.

We also ensure food stocks are in date 
(everyone is offered food and drink if they 
are in for any length of time) and that various 
dietary needs are being met. All custody 
suites provide religious books and prayer 
mats and all cells have an arrow pointing to 
Mecca. 

Occasionally we are useful in myth busting. It 
is NOT an absolute right that every detainee 
can make a phone call. Sometimes that 
isn’t allowed for operational reasons while 
an investigation is taking place. Strangely, 
detainees don’t always believe this to be true 
when told so by the police, but may believe 
us.

No two visits are the same. It can be tedious 
writing the report forms we submit to OPCC 
after every visit, but they are an essential 
part of the job. Since starting this role, I’ve 
learned a great deal more about the workings 
of the police, and have come to respect 
the job they do. Is the system perfect? No, 
of course it is not, but staff do their best to 
make detention as stress free as it can be, in 
sometimes challenging circumstances. I’m 
looking forward to seeing the completion 
of new police premises beside the park and 
ride site at Milton, which will house the new, 
modern custody suite, with, I sincerely hope, 
improved facilities. 

We will continue to visit weekly to ensure 
that all rules and procedures are followed to 
ensure people in police custody are treated in 
a fair and humane way. 
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Award-winning village store
Family run convenience store, trading since 1988

For all your household needs. Fresh bread, milk, fruit and 
vegetables plus and extensive wine and beer selection. 

Wide range of frozen goods and ready meals.  
Newspapers and lottery cards.

Opening hours
Monday to Friday   07.00 - 21.00

Saturday   08.00 - 21.00
Sunday   08.00 - 17.00

16 High Street, Fenstanton PE29 9JZ
01480 466225

          ashsshopfenstanton
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Updates from Clare Tevlin, 
your District Councillor

District News
For Fenstanton and Hilton

In Focus:
Welcoming our new MPs to represent Cambridgeshire.

Cambridgeshire now has seven Members of Parliament (MPs) 
representing our constituencies, five of whom are newly elected for the first time. The five new 
MPs include: 

•  St Neots and Mid Cambridgeshire - Ian Sollom MP (Liberal Democrat)

•  Huntingdon - Ben Obese-Jecty MP (Conservative)

•  South Cambridgeshire - Pippa Heylings MP (Liberal Democrat)

•  Ely and East Cambridgeshire - Charlotte Cane MP (Liberal Democrat)

•  North West Cambridgeshire - Sam Carling MP (Labour)

Ian Sollom MP (Lib Dem) for St Neots and Mid Cambridgeshire is Fenstanton and Hilton’s new 
MP. You can contact him here: ian.sollom.mp@parliament.uk

Find out more here: https://www.sclibdems.org.uk/iansollom

Council Leader, Cllr Conboy delivers State of the District address, Summer 2024 –

Key points Cllr Conboy raised:

“2024 marks a significant milestone as we celebrate the council’s 50th anniversary. Last March, 
we agreed on a new Corporate Plan for the District Council, working with staff, residents, 
partners, communities and businesses to lead Huntingdonshire into the future with confidence. 
The Corporate Plan outlines our three key priorities: 1. Improving the quality of life for local 
people. 2. Creating a better Huntingdonshire for future generations. 3. Doing our core work 
well.”

“Over the last year, we have grown positive and productive relationships with local town and 
parish councils, other public bodies, business partners, and the third sector. We will continue 
investing in these critical relationships to stay as close to our communities as possible. 

“Our financial stability is vital to all we have achieved over the last year. As more councils 
across the country face financial difficulty, I am proud that we are delivering on our promise of 
long-term financial sustainability. While the decisions that have been made may not always 
be universally popular, they have been prudent to ensure that we continue to be here for 
our residents and provide the services they need. We have set a budget that is balanced and 
protects frontline services. We can build a future based on outcomes and the protection of 
services for our most vulnerable people, so individuals or families avoid falling into crisis.”

See the full State of the District Address here: https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/news/
cllr-conboy-address-state-of-the-district/

Do you have any queries or questions? You can contact me by: clare.tevlin@
huntingdonshire.gov.uk or 07565350014.



20

Fenstanton United Reformed Church  

Hobbies, Crafts 
and Collections
On Saturday 14 September

10.00 am – 4.00 pm
Vintage/Classic Cars/Tractors

 On show outside
 In the church will be
Books and jigsaws                             
Handmade crafts

Handmade jewellery
Homemade jams

Cards and paper craft
Investigate family/local history

Refreshments on sale
And lots more   

       

Entrance fee is just £1.00 Children free
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Step into the Past

What did the Domesday Book tell us 
about Fenstanton in 1086? By Gillian Sheail 

Translation of an extract from the Domesday 
Book of 1086: Place: Fenstanton (Stanton): 
Hundred: Toseland, total population: 33 
households (quite large), the value to lord 
in 1086 £16.  Households: 24 villagers, 8 
smallholders, 1 priest.  Ploughland: 18 
ploughlands (land for 2 lord’s plough teams. 
11 men’s plough teams).  Other resources: 
Meadow 80 acres and 1 church.  
According to the Domesday survey, 
Fenstanton in 1086 was a fairly large 
community of around 30 homes probably 
circling a village green and would have been 
centred around the church and the Honey 
Hill area. The manor hall was situated to the 
east of the church where today there is a new 
housing estate. Only the male population 
was recorded so we can safely assume that 
there would have been an equal number of 
females and probably three or four times as 
many children. There were most likely no 
more than 130 people living in the village. 
In the year 1086 Fenstanton would have 
been an empty world. It would have been the 
quietness of life in an early medieval English 
village that would strike a visitor from today. 
The village homes were wooden structures, 
based on a wooden framework stuck into the 
ground and fastened together with wooden 
pegs. Roofs would have been thatched with 
straw or reeds whilst windows were small 
gaps cut into the walls and covered with a 
wattle shutter. Usually there was only one 
room shared by everybody. Poor people 
shared their huts with animals divided from 
them by a screen. During the winter the 
animal’ body heat helped keep the hut warm. 
Fenstanton toilets would have been placed 
immediately outside the house and they were 

just pits dug in the ground surrounded by 
walls of wattle. The seat was a piece of wood 
with a hole in it. With all the human and 
animal waste so close to the houses the smell 
would have been terrible and made a perfect 
home for all types of flying insects. In fact in 
summer there were so many of them that 
August was then known as the ‘fly month’. 

Life was more dangerous in Anglo-Saxon 
Fenstanton than in modern times. In 
addition to the hazards of war, feud, and 
capital punishment, villagers were often 
at risk from famine and epidemics, as 
well as from a range of endemic diseases 
including degenerative arthritis, leprosy and 
tuberculosis. Life expectancy appears, from 
archaeological evidence, to have been in the 
thirties (although there are many instances 

 

The Domesday Book records the results of a survey of England which was commissioned by 
William the Conqueror at Christmas in 1085. At that time the lord of the manor was Gilbert of 
Ghent; he had fought with Duke William at Hastings and had received the bulk of estates that 
had formally belonged to the Saxon lords that fell at Hastings. In total he was awarded 174 
manors and lordships, his awards including, Fenstanton, Fen Drayton, Papworth Swavesey, 
Conington and Boxworth. 

Translation of an extract from the 
Domesday Book of 1086: Place: Fenstanton 
(Stanton): Hundred: Toseland, total 
population: 33 households (quite large), 
the value to lord in 1086 £16.  Households: 
24 villagers, 8 smallholders, 1 priest.  
Ploughland: 18 ploughlands (land for 
2 lord’s plough teams. 11 men’s plough 
teams).  Other resources: Meadow 80 acres 
and 1 church.
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of people living much longer), and infant 
mortality was high. 
The figures in the Domesday Book giving 
the actual number of ploughs are the best 
guide to the agricultural capacity of the 
Fenstanton manor. A plough team consisted 
of eight oxen and either belonged to the 
lord who had peasants working for him or 
they belonged to the peasants themselves. 
The arable land was used to grow wheat, 
barley, oats and beans. They also grew peas, 
cabbages, parsnips, carrots and celery. 
They would also have eaten fruit such as 
apples, blackberries, raspberries and sloes. 
Although none were recorded there must 
have been watermill close by to cope with 
the heavy work of grinding the grain.  They 
raised herds of goats, cattle and pigs and 
large flocks of sheep. The 80 acres of meadow 
that are mentioned in the Domesday Book 
was land where animals grazed all year 
round. Meadows were much more valuable 
where the land bordered streams and rivers, 
which was used both to produce hay and 
for grazing. Sheep were of great economic 
importance. 
The vast majority of Fenstanton villagers 
would have made their living from farming. 
However farming in Anglo Saxon Fenstanton 
would have been very primitive. Farmers 
could not grow enough food to keep many of 
their animals alive through the winter so as 
winter approached most of the livestock had 
to be slaughtered and the meat salted. The 
villagers were subsistence farmers, farmers 
who grew enough to feed themselves and 
their families and very little else. 
The village women would have ground 
grain, baked bread and brewed beer. 
Another Saxon drink was mead, made from 

fermented honey. Honey was very important 
to the Saxons as there was no sugar for 
sweetening food. Although not mentioned 
in the Doomsday Book, bees would have 
been kept in the village hence Honey Hill. 
The women cooked in iron cauldrons over 
open fires or in pottery vessels. They also 
made butter and cheese. Villagers would 
have eaten from wooden bowls with wooden 
spoons; there were no forks only knives. Cups 
were made from cow horn. The Anglo Saxon 
villager was fond of meat and fish. However 
meat was a luxury and only the rich could 
eat it frequently. The ordinary people usually 
ate a dreary diet of bread, cheese and eggs. 
They ate not just chickens eggs but eggs from 
ducks, geese and wild birds.
The village church which would originally 
have been built of wood was most probably 
rebuilt in stone in the first half of the 11th 
century. There were teams of masons who 
travelled from community to community 
offering package deal by which they erected 
parish churches to virtually Identikit plans. 
This building would have shimmered ‘light 
and beauty’ in the green early medieval fen 
countryside and no doubt would have been 
the heart of everyday village life. 
The small hamlet of Fenstanton grew to 
become a village. It was not a bad place to 
live as standards went in those days; good 
transport with roads, tracks, droves and the 
river which also provided plenty of fish. It was 
surrounded by forest, the habitat of plentiful 
game and also a place the local inhabitants 
could run away to during times of unrest. The 
peaty soil was just the thing for growing crops 
as it still is. So on the whole, if you had to be 
a peasant, then Fenstanton was not a bad 
place to be. John.deeks@ntlworld.com

 

Note from the publisher 
For advertising opportunities please email info@
thejournal.life. Space is booked on a yearly subscription 
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Journal takes no responsibility for the standard of goods 
or services provided and accepts no liability on any loss or 
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Cambs Light 
Removals

For all your removal
needs

Telephone
01480 352220
07894 526863

cambslightremovals.com

TELEVISION
MOBILE SERVICE

CHECK REPAIR COSTS BEFORE
THROWING YOUR TV AWAY!

TELEVISION REPAIRS AND TUNING

INSTALL AND DEMONSTRATION OF SMART TV

CATCH UP INCLUDING BBC IPLAYER & ITV HUB

WALL MOUNTS & BRACKETS - SUPPLY & FIT

AERIALS - SUPPLY & FIT

AERIAL POINT EXTENSIONS

CALL JOHN FABISZ
07887 887319

Email: john.fabisz@sky.com 

Serving the community 
for over 20 years.
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www.denisejacksoninteriors.co.uk
3 Long Furlong, Over, CB24 5PG

01954 200070 07910 507514
denise@denisejacksoninteriors.co.uk

I hand sew beautiful, bespoke curtains, roman blinds and soft
furnishings that are designed to meet your individual needs.

I'm able to supply a lovely range of quality fabrics from leading
companies, or we can make use of fabric your may already have.

This also includes adapting existing window dressings, either for
a new space or to freshen up what you already have.

To complete your transformation, I have a range of tracks and poles
to supply and fit and final hanging and dressing are all part of
my service.

For friendly, helpful advice and to arrange a free initial consultation
in your home with a personal quotation, please get in touch:
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Trains, Boats and Planes

I have been asked to write a piece for The 
Journal on Japan, but that is such a big 
topic that I am concentrating on the part 
of the country I know best. For ten years, 
between 1996 and 2006, I had the immense 
privilege of being the priest of the Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Nagasaki, the oldest 
Anglican church in Japan. I have left a big 
piece of my heart there. In the West, when 
we hear the name of Nagasaki we probably 
think first of the atom bomb dropped on the 
city on 09 August 1945. But there is another, 
older story connected with this astonishing 
and still beautiful city, a Christian story, 
one which like the almost unrelieved 
tragedy of the atom bomb has more than 
enough sorrow in it, but a story that also 
contains faith and inspiration. It should be 
better known than it is. And the modern 
city and surrounding area are fascinating 
in their own right, and on 
a less overwhelming scale 
than other Japanese giant 
metropolises.
The first direct contact 
between the West and Japan 
was made by Portuguese 
merchants in 1543. A trading 
route was quickly established 
between Portuguese Goa 
and Nagasaki, in the south 
of Japan. St Francis Xavier 
and other missionaries soon 
followed, and the so-called 
‘Christian Century’ of Japan 

had begun. This was a period of extraordinary 
growth – there are of course no exact figures, 
but the number of converts to the Christian 
faith over the next few decades was certainly 
in the hundreds of thousands. The Jesuits 
were given control of Nagasaki, where they 
established a printing press and a seminary 
and built several churches, and it became 
predominantly Christian. Nagasaki became 
– and to some extent remains – the cradle of 
Japanese Christianity.
However, this happy state of affairs did not 
last. Quarrels between different Christian 
groups, and the Japanese government’s fear 
of being colonised by foreign powers, led 
to Christianity being seen as an undesirable 
foreign influence. Persecution of Christianity 
began in 1597 when 26 Christians, 
both Japanese converts and foreign 
missionaries, were crucified in Nagasaki on 
a hill overlooking the harbour. In 1614 the 
expulsion of all foreign  missionaries was 
ordered, and the persecution of Japanese 
Christians intensified; in this period, there 
were thousands of martyrs, and an edict was 
passed banning Christianity outright. Finally, 
an uprising in 1638 by Christian communities 
near Nagasaki resulted in the massacre by 
government forces of about 30,000 people, 
men, women and children. As far as both the 
Japanese government and the outside world 
knew, Christianity had been extinguished 
in Japan, following one of the most intense 

Nagasaki –  
a window to Japan, 
Japan’s window to 
the world By David Busk
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persecutions in Christian history. 
Japan now entered the era of sakoku 
or ‘closed country’, a rigorously 
enforced policy of isolation from all 
foreign contact. In Nagasaki, once a 
year every citizen had to stand before 
the magistrate and trample on a 
bronze image of the crucified Christ to 
demonstrate that they renounced the 
Christian faith. To refuse meant death.
Nagasaki remained the one place 
in Japan where a very limited 
contact with the outside world 
was maintained. Dutch merchants 
were allowed to bring in a couple 
of ships a year, and to stay for a few 
months each time on a tiny artificial 
island in the harbour. They were not 
allowed off, and only authorised Japanese 
could cross to the island, to trade and also 
to study the Dutch language so they could 
learn from textbooks what was happening in 
Western science, technology and exploration. 
Through this tiny window, Japan kept an eye 
on the rest of the world.
In the 1850s, under pressure from Western 
powers, Japan began to open up to foreign 
trade. A number of treaty ports were 
established, of which Nagasaki was one, 
where foreigners could live and engage 
in commerce. Nagasaki was the place 
where Japan first introduced railways, the 
telegraph, iron ship-building, deep mining, 
and much more. The story of Madam 

Butterfly, in which a Japanese woman has a 
tragic affair with an American naval officer, 
is set in the Nagasaki of those times, and 
although it is fiction it probably reflects some 
truth about the kind of encounters taking 
place then. In the foreign settlement in 
Nagasaki an Anglican church was established 
in 1873, and in 1875 a Catholic church was 
built, the first in Japan since the closure 
of the country. Both churches were for the 
use of foreign Christians only. Not long after 
the Catholic church was opened, a group of 
Japanese women approached the priest, Fr 
Bernard Petitjean, and one said, ‘Our heart 
is one with yours. Where is the statue of the 
Virgin Mary?’ To his amazement, Fr Petitjean 
discovered that these were representatives of 
tens of thousands of ‘hidden Christians’, who 
had preserved a form of the faith in complete 
secrecy for one and a half centuries. Pope 
Pius IX called it the ‘miracle of the Orient’. 
Without clergy, Bibles, prayer books or any 
outside support, Christians had met in secret 
and prayed for the return of the Church since 
the 17th century. When restrictions were 
lifted in 1878, most of these hidden Christians 
returned to the Catholic fold, and many 
Catholics in Nagasaki today trace their roots 
back to these astonishingly faithful believers. 
There has been no other story like this in 
Christian history. 
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Trains, Boats and Planes

A final, hideous irony in the tale of the West’s 
encounter with Japan through the gateway 
of Nagasaki is that when the atom bomb 
was dropped, it detonated almost directly 
above the Catholic cathedral, then the largest 
church building in the east, where Mass 
was being celebrated. It was the Christian 
quarter that was especially devastated. The 
cathedral has been rebuilt, and was visited by 
Pope John Paul II in 1981. Today, fewer than 
one percent of Japanese – about a million 

all told – describe themselves as Christian,                                 
of whom about half are Catholic and 
the remainder divided between various 
Protestant denominations. But in Nagasaki, 
and especially in the surrounding hills and 
on the outlying islands where many fled to 
escape persecution, the faith brought by 
St Francis Xavier has, uniquely in modern 
Japan, struck roots into Japanese society 
and culture and still flourishes.

A dragon dance, originally from China, in the annual kunchi festival.
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Fenstanton 
Morris

are recruiting for dancers 
and musicians now!

If you enjoy music, dancing 
and having fun, come and   
give it a try at one of our 

sessions in October.

The team practise from October 
until the end of April on 

Monday evenings (7.45pm) at 
the Church Centre, School Lane, 
(off Chequer Street) Fenstanton, 

Huntingdon PE28 9JR.

For further details contact 
Fenstantonbag@gmail.com
Or visit our Facebook page

@Fenstanton Morris

Professional. Reliable. Insured
 House Moves 
 Man in a van services 
 Multiple vans available 
 Competitive prices 
 Long distance Moves
 5 star reviews
 No obligation quote 

07526 070877
lnr.removalsltd@outlook.com

01223 904129
cambridgesunblinds.co.uk

3For 2
on in-house 

blinds
T&C’s apply
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Felling/sectional felling
Crown reduction/thinning
Pollarding
Shaping
Hedge trimming
Stump grinding
Firewood for sale
Free quotation
All aspects of garden and tree work covered.
NPTC Quali�ed. Fully insured.

Tel: 01480 463674
Mob: 07876 521605

Email: hemingfordarb2016@gmail.comPROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEON

Since 1994, we have held the Macmillan 
Cancer Relief Coffee Morning at our house, 
16 Scotts Close.  You, Hilton and friends, 
have raised the superb sum of over £16,000.  
This year, once again, rather than a single 
Coffee Morning in the house, we are going 
to repeat what we have done for the last 4 
years.  We do hope that you will support us.
You can walk round our garden and enjoy 
coffee/tea/home-made cake and biscuits all 
for £5 per person.  Please telephone us on 
01480 830137 or email us on peter.blake200@
btinternet.com to book a slot.

1030 – 1130; 11.30 – 12.30 or 1400 – 1500
on Thurs/Fri 26/27 Sep 24
Marmalade and Preserves will be on sale.  
There will be a raffle (prizes are always very 
welcome), which will be drawn at 3pm on 
Friday, 27 Sep 24.
If you cannot make a date or feel that you 
would prefer not to attend, but would like 
to make a donation to Macmillan Cancer 
Support, just pop a cheque or cash through 
our door.  The money goes to Macmillan 
locally.
Please, please support us.
Peter and Rosemary Blake

Macmillan 
Cancer Relief 
– Hilton



31

It’s pleasure for a gardener to visit great 
gardens and be inspired to change their own 
humble plot. Over many years I amassed a 
long bucket list of gardens I have wanted 
to visit! Bodnant Gardens in North Wales 
was always near the top of my list until we 
visited last April. Bodnant Gardens is so 
good we visited again this year.

Nestled in the sheltered valley south of 
Conway, not for from Snowdonia, Bodnant is 
a lush paradise. It is famous for its Laburnum 
tunnel, rhododendrons, azaleas and streams 
tumbling over rocks into a valley. This year 
I came away thinking ‘how do we create a 
garden in our parched eastern soils that looks 
and feels as verdant as Bodnant?’  My key 
thoughts are – 1. Shelter from wind. 2. Light 
shade from a pergola or small trees that do 
not cast dense shade. 3. A water feature/
irrigation system to increase humidity. 4. 
Plants with large foliage. 5. Improved soil 
water retentiveness i.e. adding organic 
matter and mulching. 6. Regular feeding. 7. 
Avoid killer plants that stop other plants from 
growing I.e. confers and dense evergreens.

These measures would be good for the 
environment by absorbing carbon and 
supporting wildlife. I would add that trees 
and shrubs with purple foliage cast dark 
shade?

Tasks for September
September is a time to enjoy the last of the 
summer sun, plan for any changes you want 
to make and preparing for the autumn and 
winter ahead. 

Check fences and paving for wobbly posts 
and slabs.  

Trim hedges and remove any unsightly stems 
from herbaceous perennials.

If the soil is moist enough plant potted trees, 
shrubs, perennials and spring flowering 
bulbs.

Edge Lawns, apply autumn treatments and 
raise the mower blades to help shade out 
moss.

Cut back, lift and divide perennials that have 
finished flowering.

Take semi-ripe cuttings from plants like 
lavender, hebe, salvia, rosemary and 
penstemon.

Direct Sow seeds of half-hardy annuals like 
calendula, cornflower, flax, larkspur, love-in-
a-mist and poppies.

Afoot in the Garden

A take-away from a garden visit 

September 
Top Tips

•  Plant potted trees and shrubs
•  Lift and divide herbaceous 
•  Trim hedges
•  Sow half-hardy annuals
•  Take semi-ripe cuttings

raypuddefoot@gmail.com
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News from the Pews

St Mary’s 
Fen Drayton

St Peter and St Paul 
Fenstanton

 We look forward to welcoming you!

There are two churches in our benefice: our Parish Church of St Peter & St Paul
in Fenstanton and our Chapel of Ease, St Mary’s, Fen Drayton

Both our churches look forward to welcoming you to any of our services. We hope to see you soon!
Please note - services held in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Fenstanton are live streamed where 

possible, details via https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk

SEPTEMBER 2024 – SERVICES AND EVENTS   
Sunday 1  10.30am Fenstanton Holy Communion 

Thursday 5 8.30am on Zoom  Morning Prayer 
     For Zoom details, please contact Rev Rosie

Sunday 8  9.15am Fen Drayton Holy Communion
  10.30am Fenstanton  Worship For All 

  1.00 pm   Pimms and Pate lunch please contact   
     ikhuck@virginmedia.com for more information

Thursday 12 8.30am on Zoom  Morning Prayer 

Saturday 14    Ride and Stride for Churches event, helping 
     to raise funds, split 50/50 between 
     Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust and 
     our churches. 

Sunday 15 10.30am Fenstanton Holy Communion 
  6.00pm Fenstanton Sung Evensong 

Thursday 19  8.30am on Zoom  Morning Prayer 

Sunday 22 9.15am Fen Drayton Morning Praise
  10.30am Fenstanton Family Communion

Thursday 26 8.30am on Zoom  Morning Prayer 

Sunday 29 10.30am Fen Drayton Parish Service, Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Rector: Rev Rosie Tallowin: 01480 467393   email: rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com 
Curate: Rev Claire Brockelsby    email: brockelsbyclaire@gmail.com
Churchwardens: Philip Blunt 07855 481697 and Ian Hucklesby 01480 4652111
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For your information: please note that the 
Parish Church, Fenstanton has a ramp for 
disabled access which can be deployed upon 
request. There is also a toilet, with disabled 
access, in the church.
St Mary’s has a small threshold that may be 
possible to navigate with a wheelchair. There 
are no toilet facilities, yet (on our list of things 
to do).
Although we have fixed pews in both 
churches there are plenty of spaces 
available for wheelchairs, prams and buggies. 
We will be happy to help you find a space if 
that helps you to feel welcome among us as 
we worship.
Through this edition of The Journal we would 
like to thank everyone who has supported 
any of our events shared with the local 
community in the early summer months. 
Our first ever Art exhibition saw nearly 30 
local artists’ work in church and it was lovely 
to welcome villagers to come and see the 
different styles and subjects on display. 
Quite a few people liked what they saw and 
purchased artwork, cards or ceramics etc. 
We have such talented people right on our 
doorstep!
Then just a couple of weekends later it was 
time for our 2nd ‘Booze in Fenstanton Pews’ 
beer festival. With rain showers and low 
temperatures all week we were ready with 
gazebos and to host indoors but the weather 
was kind, enabling almost everyone to sit 
outdoors and stay a while whilst enjoying 
different beers, drinks and the BBQ food. 
Although very quiet on Thursday evening 
with an England game of football on the TV, 
we made up for it on Friday and Saturday 
with some of the most popular beers selling 
out.

We packed away the BBQ for just a few days 
and retrieved it to run the BBQ stall at the Big 
Village Fun Day held on the school field at 
the start of July. Although we set up through 
rain and wind it did improve and once again 
we cooked and served hundreds of burgers, 
sausages etc for lots of lovely people. 
It is much appreciated to have your support 
in all these endeavours.
Why do we host these events? Our parish 
church has over the last 4 or 5 years 
developed subsidence in the north-west 

corner - cracking has occurred from above 
window height to ground level and one of 
the windows subsequently dropped. The 
church is over 700 years old and through the 
years has not only been used by villagers for 
regular services on a Sunday but also many 
generations have used it for family events 
like weddings, funerals and baptisms. So 
many people have shared its life. We want 
to maintain and repair the building so not 
only can it be enjoyed and used now but 
also in the future. Caring for it is expensive, 
it always involves consultation and advice 
from many professional bodies and it costs to 
employ the skilled tradespeople to carry out 

the works, not to mention the 
legal requirements met before 
anything starts. We expect the 
work will cost many thousands 
of pounds but don’t have an 
exact figure. We will apply for 
grants when we have a schedule 
of works but we will have to 
raise the rest ourselves. All the 
events above raised funds for 
this restoration. 
THANK YOU ALL.   
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Z CARS
Private Hire

Airport Specialists
4-8 Seaters available

01480 462046
z.cars@outlook.com

www.airport-transfers-cambs.co.uk

Competitive prices 
on journeys

Please call for a quote
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News from the Pews

Services in September
01 September  10:00am    Ms. V. Almond
08 September  11:15am    United Service at the Parish Church 
15 September  10:00am    Rev. P. Siddall
22 September  10:00am    Ms. N. Pellatt
29 September  10:00am    Local Arrangement

Minister: Rev Sue Baker-Maher email: sue.bakermaher@methodist.org.uk 

Back in May, giving parents and carers no notice at 
all, Family First closed their nursery located in the 
Methodist Church’s school room on Potton Road 
in Hilton.  Fortunately, alternative childcare has 
been found for most of the children and Trustees 
of the building are now considering how best we 
can serve the local community going forward – 
be this letting the space to another nursery or 
finding an alternative use that benefits residents 
in Hilton.  

Various ideas were put forward at a consultation meeting held with the local community and 
further feedback was received via the questionnaires we sent out.  Amongst the ideas to meet 
local needs people suggested: - 

•  Community space perhaps for workspace/IT resources, a 
fair-trade shop, a coffee shop, place to sell fresh veg, toddler 
groups and activities that needed more than a single session 
etc.

•  A commercial letting such as another private nursery or other 
small business given that relatively small spaces are rare.

•  Primary care support outpost of some kind.

Trustees are restricted in regard to our capacity to manage 
a variety of events across a week which otherwise might be 
helpful for the village particularly given the lack of public 
transport which affects many.  So, we favour a letting for use of 
the building across the whole week but which retains our access 
to the kitchen and toilets on some evenings and at weekends.  
We would be particularly keen to hear from groups interested in 
using the space in this way especially where the provision will 
benefit local people in Hilton.

Please let us know (by September 30th) if you are interested in hiring the space and 
especially if it would provide a service for Hilton residents.  Please contact Ian Woods on 
07703524506 or e-mail him at ianwoods1992@btinternet.com 

Space available for a community venture in Hilton
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News from the Pews

Services in September
Sunday  01 September 8:00am Holy Communion (BCP)
Sunday  08 September 11:15am United Communion Service at the Parish Church
Sunday  15 September 9:30am Joint service in Godmanchester (lifts available)
Sunday  22 September 11:15am Coffee, Cake and Church in the Village Hall
Sunday  29 September 8:00am Holy Communion (BCP)

Weekly Online Services (Via Zoom)
Holy Communion Wednesdays (2.30pm)      Bible study Fridays (10am)  
Please contact Revd David Busk (01480 436400) for Zoom access details

Hilton Parish Church

 

Get your Christmas shoppinG started… 

offerinG Christmas Gifts, a Wide ranGe of 

handCrafted Goodies & stoCkinG fillers 

tombola & raffle 

tea, Coffee, Cake & minCe pies 

father Christmas Will also be puttinG in 
an appearanCe durinG the afternoon 

Entry : Adults £1.00, Children FREE 
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2024 Services
September
01   Led by Pauline Zahner
08  Revd Christine Davies - Holy Communion
15  Led by Keith Cakebread
22 Revd Christine Davies – Special Service to Commemorate the 150th   
 Anniversary of the Church, All Are Welcome
29  Revd Christine Davies

October
06  Led by Chris Baker
13        Led by Keith Cakebread
20        Led by Alison Jiggins
27        Revd Christine Davies

Meditation – Led by the Free Church St. Ives
Tuesday 10 September   2.30 - 4pm
Tuesday 08 October   2.30 - 4pm

Geoff Hawkins  Fenstanton URC Secretary

We are pleased to welcome you to our friendly church.
Sunday morning services are at 09.30.  All are welcome.

Fenstanton United 
Reformed Church

Chequer Street, Fenstanton
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

St Ives
Church of the Sacred Heart,

19 Needingworth Rd.
Parish Priest: Rev Thomas J Walton

Tel 01480 462192,
www.sacredheart-stives.org

Mass Times: Saturday 17.00,
Sunday 09.00 and 11.00

The Particular Baptist Chapel
Church Lane, Fenstanton,

PE28 9JW
There has been a witness to the 

worship of God here over the years 
since 1643

Services are on Sundays at 10.30am 
and 2.30pm and on Thursday 

evenings at 7.15pm
We still use the Authorised, King 
James Bible,believe in Particular 

Redemption
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wwwwww..ffrraannkkss..ffaarrmm

Frank’s Farm, BBrroocckklleeyy  RRooaadd, Elsworth, Cambridge CB23 4EY

YOUR LOCAL FOOD COMMUNITY
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Frank’s Farm, BBrroocckklleeyy  RRooaadd, Elsworth, Cambridge CB23 4EY

YOUR LOCAL FOOD COMMUNITY
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BUILDING SERVICES 
& RESORATION

◉ Property Maintenance
◉ All exterior and interior 
building work

◉ Lime mortar pointing
◉ Listed Building restoration
◉ Free Quotes

Call 01480 530923
or 07864 112590

Email: stormguardbuild@gmail.com

Specialists in all contract floor coverings

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF:
I QUALITY CARPETS   I CARPET TILES
I VINYLAYS     I SAFETY FLOORING
I CORK TILES     I LINO
I FLOOR SCREEDS/LATEXING
I REPAIR AND RELAYING

Tel: 01480 831886
Mob: 07970 256237

MEASURING, ESTIMATING AND EXPERT 
ADVICE WITHOUT OBLIGATION
PROMPT, FRIENDLY SERVICE
HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FOR ALL CONTRACT & DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS

CARPET CLEANING SERVICE
USING THE HOST DRY EXTRACTION SYSTEM

Email: rdbflooring@lineone.net
wwwrdbflooring.co.uk
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Open to all with babies, toddlers and Pre-school children
Lots of space indoors and out

Warm and welcoming group

Mondays Fen Drayton Village Hall, 10am - 12pm during term time
Find us on Facebook: Fen Drayton Tots

fendraytontots@gmail.com 

Fen Drayton TotsFen Drayton Tots



42

EASTON & COOK
Independent Funeral Service

Owned and Managed by

Andrew Cook  Dip FD.

Kay Easton  Dip FD. M.B.I.E.

Providing a caring and personal service 
24hrs a day for all your funeral needs

Office and Chapel of Rest
2b Harding Way
ST IVES, Cambs PE27 3WR
Tel: 01480 301400
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HILTON VILLAGE HALL
Available for functions throughout the 

day, evenings, and for contract bookings

SINGLE FUNCTIONS

CONTRACT BOOKINGS

Before 7.00pm
After    7.00pm

£15.00 per hour
£20.00 per hour

Before 7.00pm
After    7.00pm

£10.00 per hour
£14.00 per hour

info@hiltonvillagehall.com
www.hiltonvillagehall.com

or call
07752 678415

Hilton Village Hall, Cambs

G.B. BUILDERS
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FOR ALL MAINTENANCE, 
RENOVATIONS AND DIY WORK

All general building repairs & odd jobs
Specialists in Painting & Decorating 

& Groundwork

• Brickwork & Plastering
• Driveways, Paths & Patios 
• Slabbing 
• Concreting 
• Blockpaving 
• Fencing
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Roofing
• Tiling
• Drainage
• Guttering

Call today
07877 742420

or
01487 479253

g.bbuilders@yahoo.co.uk

Stationery Leaflets 

Brochures Banners

Exhibition Posters

Signage NCR Pads

Hello. How 
can we help?

Check 
us out!
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Hilton 
Parish Council
Report from the Meeting of the Council dated Monday 08 July

Football on the Green
The Council discussed a proposal from 
Hemingfords United Football Club to use the 
Green for matches, over the cricket outfield. 
There was a robust discussion, including 
representations from parishioners, related to 
the previous issues with parking, language 
and footballs in the road. The Council also 
discussed the potential conflicts with the 
cricket club use and the potential lease and 
ongoing maintenance costs. The Council 
resolved to agree with the outline proposal to 
create a football pitch on the existing cricket 
pitch, subject to a more detailed proposal, 
including parking, consultation with the 
Cricket Club and common rights holders, 
understanding liability and behaviour, 
considering financial obligations and 
ongoing maintenance.

Oak outside Monach Farm
A large bough has fallen, showing a 
reappearance of the “chicken in the wood” 
fungus. The Open Spaces Officer will discuss 
this with the Council’s tree surgeons and a 
volunteer party will remove the debris. The 
Council resolved to cordon off the tree with 
orange fencing and inform parishioners via 
the website and Facebook. Parishioners are 
requested to stay out of this area until we 
have confirmed whether this tree is safe.

Trees affecting Oak Tree Farm
The Council has received a report showing 
that two trees on the Green are causing 
subsidence at Oak Tree Farm and it has 
resolved to remove these trees at a cost of 
£750.

Works to the Maze wall
The work to repair the maze wall has been 
approved by the Council at a cost of £3,480.

Bus Shelter Roof
The Council considered the options for the 
repair or replacement of the bus shelter roof. 
The Council approved the replacement of 
the roof with plywood and bonded felt and 
requested that the Clerk obtains additional 
quotes for this work.

Streetlighting Lanterns
The Councillors will survey the current 
streetlights after dark to establish how many 
of the current streetlights are still sodium to 
discuss at a future meeting.

The Journal
The Council has resolved to agree to the 
requested donation of £1,000 and will ask the 
Town Trust to contribute £500 again.
Post meeting note: the Town Trust has kindly 
agreed to contribute £500 for the Journal.

The next Parish Council meeting will be 
held on Monday 2nd September 2024 in 
Hilton Village Hall. Agendas will be issued in 
advance on the village notice boards and the 
Council’s website www.hiltonparishcouncil.
com. Parishioners are welcome to speak at 
council meetings on agenda items.
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Looking for the holiday      
of your dreams?

Or maybe a family 
holiday in the sun?

Or simply a 
weekend away?

We would love to help -
Ponders Travel is your local award-winning 

Travel Agency. We have free parking outside 
our High Street shop and we are right on 

your doorstep!

We o�er a wide range of holidays including; 
River Cruising • Ocean Cruising • Safari

Short Breaks • Honeymoons •  Rail
Once in a lifetime trips • Sun Sea and Sand

Touring & Adventure to name but a few!

With over 50 years’ experience in tailor 
making holidays and �rst-hand knowledge 

of many worldwide destinations, our 
award-winning team can help you plan 

everything, including all those little added 
extras that make your holiday dreams           

a reality.

Mobile Library service
Route H9 – 2nd Tuesday In The Month
Fen Drayton 
Primary School                        2.30pm – 3.30pm
Fen Drayton 
War Memorial                  3.40pm – 4.10pm
...................................................................
Route H11 – 2nd Tuesday In The Month
Hilton Village Hall                   2.00pm – 2.40pm
Fenstanton Headlands         2.50pm – 3.40pm
Fenstanton Chapel Green   3.50pm – 4.20pm
...................................................................
Route H25 – 4th Thursday In The Month
Fenstanton Chapel Green   9.30am – 10.00am
Fenstanton Headlands        10.10am – 10.45am
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Find a defibrillator near you
We hope you never need a defibrillator, but if you did they are located in various 
places throughout our villages. The locations are below with the                                          
location references.

Fen Drayton Village Hall on Cootes Lane 
moons.grumbles.admires

Fenstanton Ash’s Store (NISA) on the High Street 
pouting.cabinet.washroom
Church Centre on School Lane 
reclusive.creeps.deleting
Zaza barbers on Headlands
thing.pylon.relatives

Hilton Prince of Wales Pub on Potton Road 
mindset.skip.pulps
Hilton Cricket Pavilion
clerk.farmland.unroll

All Aspects of Internal & External Decorating Period, Residential

& Commercial Properties.  Wallpaper & Mural Install.  Kitchen Cabinet

& Furniture Re-Sprays.  Floor Sanding & Restoration.

City & Guilds, NVQ Quali�ed.  Service, Quality & Reliability.

Professional Painting & Decorating Ltd
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Splitting up can be done inexpensively, but if 
you rush and make bad decisions, the costs can 
be high, both financially and emotionally.

When seeking advice on ending your marriage 
and reaching agreement with your spouse over 
future arrangements, there are alternatives to 
traditional “lawyer to lawyer” negotiation and/
or formal court proceedings: 

Mediation: 
Trained in conflict resolution and family law, a 
mediator facilitates discussions between you 
and your spouse and can inform you about 
potential financial and childcare arrangements, 
helping to reopen the discussion if things break 
down.   This reduces your legal costs because 
you and your spouse shoulder the burden of 
gathering/sharing information yourselves, and 
whilst your mediator’s hourly rate may not be 
any cheaper than those of your solicitor, you will 
spend far less time together with the mediator. 

Collaborative law: 
You and your spouse instruct solicitors and 
conduct discussions round the table with a 
commitment to resolving your differences 
without resorting to court proceedings. There 
will be the short term cost of instructing 
solicitors to help you reach agreement together, 
but if agreement is reached, you avoid the long 
term cost of drawn out litigation.  Most of all, 
you keep control of the process, something that 
is lost the moment a court is asked to determine 
your future.

How to reduce the cost? - 
Avoid these mistakes 
Unrealistic expectations. One household is 
about to be split into two. Unless you’re a rock 
star, expect money to be a little tight. 

Getting into an endless battle. Turning the 
negotiations into a battleground will drain your 

emotions and your finances. Pick your battles 
wisely.

Getting hung up on the numbers. A fair split is 
not necessarily an even split. Two households 
will be needed. Priority will be given to housing 
any children.  

Not listening to professional advice. If you are 
paying for legal advice, listen to it. The mediator, 
solicitor or collaborative practitioner will know 
more than your friends or family!

What can Leeds Day offer? 
We have a team of specialist family lawyers who 
provide expert, impartial advice to help resolve 
family issues. Please make an appointment to 
see Lisa Leader or any member of the family 
team at Leeds Day.  Alternatively, you can 
complete the enquiries form on the website: 
www.leedsday.co.uk/contact or if you would 
prefer to speak to someone the please do 
contact us on 0333 577 2250.

Separation and Divorce                                             
is hard for everyone 

To find out more or to book an appointment contact Leeds Day on 0333 577 2250, 
send an email to family@leedsday.co.uk or visit our website: www.leedsday.co.uk/family.

Lisa Leader - Senior Associate Solicitor

Solicitors Offices at:  
Huntingdon – Godwin House, George Street, Huntingdon PE29 3BD T: 01480 454301

St Neots – Xenus House, Sandpiper Court, St Neots PE19 8EP T: 01480 474661 
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Fenstanton Parish Council
Making Fenstanton an even better place to live

Welcome your 
new Parish Councillor
Cllr Michael Collison :- Mike has spent most of his life 
living in Fenstanton, he went to Fenstanton & Hilton 
Primary School, then St Ivo Comprehensive School. 
After graduating from the University of Nottingham 
he co-founded Litecast Limited, which is now one of 
the largest beam and block suppliers in the country 
and has developed many products and processes to 
improve manufacturing.
Mike lives with his wife, two children and a dog, with 
whom he can often be seen walking around the village. 
He has assisted with training at Fenstanton Football 
Club. He has many relatives who live in and around 
Fenstanton and therefore he has a good understanding 
of the history and needs of this growing village. He is 
particularly interested in the development of active 
travel and recreation for all of the village, which will be 
sustainable and pro-social.

Your Parish Council is committed to enhancing the graveyard 
to facilitate easier maintenance of loved ones’ graves by 
parishioners and visitors alike. The Council wants to inform 
family members and plot holders about the upcoming work. 
In the next few months your Parish Council will be organising 
the removal of overgrowth and ivy from the cemetery grounds, 
including from the Memorial Headstones. Additionally, we 
will seek professional advice for hedge and tree trimming and 
arrange for the pollarding of the lime trees located along the 
pathway and at the front of the churchyard.

Cemetery – tidy up

Councillor Surgeries resume in September 
Councillor surgeries are now held once a month on a Saturday morning between 10am – 
12pm at The Hub, 6 High Street, Fenstanton. Surgeries give Parishioners an opportunity 
to pop in to discuss any issues they wish to bring to the attention of your Parish Council. 
Please pop in.

28.09.2024 Roy McGee Paul Kent
26.10.2024 Peter Hayes Mike Collison
30.11.2024 Tina Yates Martin Hewitt
25.01.2025 Anne Mustill Matt Tandy
*Please note that there may be changes to the Councillor/s scheduled.
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Fenstanton Parish Council
Making Fenstanton an even better place to live Chequer Street play park gets 

the go-ahead 
The play park on Chequer Street, affectionally known 
as the ‘wooden park’, will be revamped in the next few 
months. The redesign is a result of a survey carried out 
amongst parents with children at the Primary School. You 
told us that this was the park that needed most work in the 
village and you also proposed equipment to improve the 
play experience for children.
We will be removing the concrete pipes to make way for a 
new basket swing and a 16-meter trim trail. We will also be 
upgrading the wooden climbing structure to make it appeal 
to a wider age group.
Work should get underway late Autumn and during that time 
the park will be closed. Watch this space for an improved 
park and surrounding area..

Next Parish 
Council meetings
Your Parish Council meets next 
on Thursday 12 September and   
Thursday 10 October at 7pm in the 
Church Centre.  

Supporting 
Glebe Allotments

Parish Council staff recently enjoyed a 
delightful hour exploring the Glebe Allotments 
on a sunny day. We were impressed by the 
stunning array of flowers and vegetables 
cultivated by Fenstanton parishioners. The 
allotments truly embody a strong sense 
of community, with people of all ages and 
backgrounds working together, sharing 
expertise, and offering mutual support. While 
there is currently a waiting list for allotments, 
plots do occasionally become available for 
those interested in joining this thriving village 
asset. Please contact Jan Stone at janstone4@
btinternet.com

Environment Agency 
- St Ives & Brownshill 
Sluices public event 
12 August 2024
Representatives from your Parish 
Council, along with representatives from 
Hemingford Grey, Hemingford Abbots, 
Fen Drayton and Hilton, attended a drop-
in event held in St Ives on 12  August. 
They requested immediate repairs to the 
St Ives and Brownshill Sluices. Currently, 
four out of the seven sluices are out of 
action at St Ives and two out of three 
at Brownshill. It is believed that this 
situation has led to an increase in local 
flooding. Your Parish Council will keep 
you informed of any developments.
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Fenstanton Parish Council
Making Fenstanton an even better place to live

Parish Councillor 
Vacancies
Make a difference!
Your Parish Council is still looking for two 
Councillors to join. Are you interested in 
making a positive impact in your local 
community? If so, your Parish Council     
would like to hear from you. Currently      
there are vacancies for co-option, and the 
Parish Council would love to hear from        
you if you are interested in becoming a         
Parish Councillor. 

If you are interested or would like to know 
a little more about the role of a Parish 
Councillor, do not hesitate to contact your 
Clerk for further information.
To contact your Parish Council Clerk
Telephone: 01480 465 300  
Email: clerk@fenstantonparishcouncil.org.uk
Website: www.fenstantonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Fenstanton Parish Council
Making Fenstanton an even better place to live

FPC Welcome space
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Neighbourhood policing 
community meeting

Call: 101
Visit: www.cambs.police.uk
Follow: @CambsCops
Subscribe: ecops.org.uk

SCAN HERE  
to fill out  
the survey
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Creating a safer
Cambridgeshire

•  Meet your Neighbourhood Policing Team
•   Find out what the team have been working on in your area
•  Share your concerns
•  Help shape the local policing priorities

SCAN HERE to find out 
when your next meeting is.

CCC Neighbourhood policing community meeting 190x135.indd   1 29/03/2023   18:06
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Life on a Plate

Hilton WI Favourites
Prize Winning Scones
Ingredients:
8oz. Self raising flour
3oz. Margarine
2oz. Caster sugar
1½tsp. Baking powder
Pinch of salt
Approximately half a pot of natural yogurt 
(the cheapest is fine)

Method:
Mix together all ingredients, (except the 
yogurt), until it resembles breadcrumbs.
Combine with enough yogurt to make a stiff 
dough.
Turn onto a floured surface, knead to ensure 
a smooth surface under the dough.  Turn to 
your smooth side.
Pat your scone dough with your hand until it 
is about an inch and a half in depth.
Each time you cut out a scone, flour the 
cutter, this ensures an even rise.
Brush with milk.
Bake at 180 degrees for approximately 15 
minutes. Enjoy.
Scones made to this recipe and method 
really did get first prize in the Hilton 
Produce Show 2024!.

Everything Rich Tomato Sauce
Ingredients:
1 medium sized Onion
1 red capsicum pepper
150gm. Mushrooms
1 carton Tomato Passata
Garlic to taste
Basil /Oregano to taste
Salt
Black pepper
Sunflower oil for frying

Method:
Chop onion finely, chop mushrooms             
and pepper.
Heat the sunflower oil.
Gently fry the onion, add the mushrooms    
(on a highish heat or they will sweat), add    
the pepper.
When these ingredients are thoroughly 
heated through, add the tomato passata, 
garlic to taste, basil or oregano, salt, pepper, 
(it takes quite a bit of salt as there is a lot of 
vegetable).
Cook for approximately 20 minutes until the 
flavours are well blended and  
vegetables are tender.

Uses:
Use it with your favourite pasta, for a tasty 
vegetarian dish.
It makes a very good Italian chicken.
Add beef mince for a bolognese.
Even makes a quick pizza (add a bit   
of cornflour to thicken).

Freezing:
This freezes very     
well, so is a really     
handy addition to     
make a quick,     
delicious, meal.
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Carpets and Vinyl
Supplied and Fitted

We have been in the carpet         
trade for 50 years!

Free Quotes

Home sample selection service 
available or visit our showroom 

located in Swavesey

Express delivery & fitting

Phone 
07790 681317
01954 232298
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Business Spotlight

Building a 
community   
around food 
Anthony Davison has always had a passion 
for food provenance. He was brought up 
on a farm although he studied finance in 
Cambridge and his first employment took 
him to the City a long way from his roots.
Anthony’s first venture into improving the 
way food is bought was his Big Barn web 
platform. Users are able to search and source 
locally produced food.  His new venture 
Frank’s Farm is based on land purchased by 
his great grandfather, Frank.  Anthony, along 
with his business partner Paul Sanderson, 
has impressive plans for 20 acres of the 
farm skirting the edge of 
Elsworth village.
Anthony, as a 4th 
generation family farmer, 
has already converted 
old farm buildings into 
shops and enterprises run 
by a growing number of 
passionate artisan foodies.
“Frank’s Farm is a Food 
Park,” Anthony explains, 
“where local residents, 
schools, farmers and food 
retailers produce, interact 
and trade real local food 
to help build their food 
security and the local 
economy. I believe food 
should be fresh, seasonal 
and grown for its flavour 
instead of its shelf-life. It 
should be picked when 
ripe instead of being ripened in the bag.  And, 
by cutting out the middle men and the food 
miles, it’s normally cheaper, healthier, tastier 
and better than the supermarket.”
Frank’s Farm already boasts a cafe, bistro, 
butcher, sourdough bakery, ice cream 
producer, cake-maker, chocolatier and a 
pasta-maker. Very soon these will be joined 
by a mushroom farm, an artisan cheesemaker 
and a bespoke wine shop.
“When my great grandfather bought the 

farm in 1920 from the Papworth Estate, it was 
when farms were an asset to their community 
by providing fresh food, jobs and seasonal 
celebrations. I want the Food Park to take us 
back to that ‘better way’ of food production. 
However, to use modern regenerative farming 
and new technology such as automatic 
milking machines, cow-cam, chicken tractors 
and off-grid heated poly tunnels for seasonal 
fruit and veg, avocados and citrus.”

Frank’s Farm also 
encourages customers 
to join in with courses, 
events, ‘Tasty Saturday’ 
tastings in the deli and 
‘Crop for the Shop’ 
where anyone, especially 
children, can grow food at 
home to sell in the deli.
Anthony works closely 
with local schools and has 
already engaged children 
from Cambourne STEM 
to help solve some of 
his technical challenges.        
He is also hoping to house 
the growth of the St Ives 
based Farm Club that help 
excluded children regain 
their confidence through 
working with animals     
and food.

“We hope that customers will discover 
something different every time they visit and 
perhaps get involved.  Or simply become a 
regular to enjoy the amazing produce and 
encourage more food production to help build 
and improve the Food Park for the whole 
community”, Anthony concludes.

Frank’s Farm is currently open 
Wednesday -  Saturday: 9 - 4, Sunday and 
bank holidays 10 - 4
Brockley Road, Elsworth CB23 4EY 
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From the chair
Litter A request was made at the village 
meeting for a litter picking event to be 
organised in the village. Chris Burns, our 
handyman, litter picks in the village every 
week. Thankfully, most of the time there 
isn’t too much to collect and most of that 
is rubbish thrown from vehicles travelling 
through the village. Unfortunately, the 
litter hot spot between the old A1307 and 
the vicarage and College Farm, isn’t safe 
to work in. Fortunately, most residents 
pick up any litter outside their homes, 
which is incredibly helpful as it keeps our 
village looking good and frees up Chris 
for other tasks, so thank you all for that!

Speedwatch We’d been congratulating 
ourselves that fewer drivers were now 
speeding through the village. However, 
on the last hour-long Speedwatch 
session, six drivers broke the 40 mph 
speed limit along Mill Road and will have 
received letters from the police.

Post boxes The poles left behind 
following the theft of two village post 
boxes last year have been removed. 
Royal Mail has recently put a new post 
box at the village hall entrance.

Community warden There are several 
community wardens working across 
Cambridgeshire. Our scheme, which 
encompasses Fen Drayton, Lolworth and 
Fenstanton, is overseen by AgeUK. We 
are very lucky to have Rachael Mortimer 
as our community warden.
 
Rachael is an experienced professional, 
helping clients remain as independent as 
possible in their local community. Some 
have simple needs, such as a regular 
phone call from a familiar voice to check 
all’s well, while others may require help 
with reading post, collecting prescriptions 
or shopping, making phone calls 
and arranging hospital appointments 
Rachael’s extensive local knowledge 
enables her to advise clients about local 
services and benefits and tailor her 
support to an individual’s needs.
 
If you think Rachael could help you or 
someone you know, whether for a short 
period of time (such as recovery after an 
operation) or a longer period, or for carer 
respite, call her on 07971 951412.

For more information go to: www.ageuk.
org.uk/cambridgeshireandpeterborough/
our-services/

Community Cafe
On 14 September the cafe will be raising 

funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Doors open at 10.30. 

The cafe will also be hosting a ceramics 
demonstration, with the opportunity for 

people to have a go too.

The Gardening Club will be meeting at 
10.45 as well (it’s a busy morning!).

Freshly made hot drinks and home-baked 
cakes will be available as usual. So come 
along to our amazing cafe where you will 

receive a warm welcome, while helping to 
raise vital funds for charity. 

Contact:

email: fendrayton.clerk@gmail.com

website: www.fendrayton.org

post: PO Box 1102,  Fen Drayton, Cambridge CB24 4WZ

Grants In June we reported the success 
of local fundraising for the new pavilion. 
With contributions from the beer festival, 
Fen Drayton residents, local businesses, 
the football club and the parish council, 
the total had reached £24,000.

So we were very disappointed to hear that 
our grant application to FCC Communities 
Fund for the balance of the project cost 
was rejected. Fortunately, there are other 
sources of grant funding available and we 
are now preparing two more applications. 
We should know the outcome by the end 
of the year.

Flooding We continue to engage with all 
agencies looking at projects that could 
help to alleviate flooding in the village. 
Cambridgeshire County Council  has 
been extremely helpful and agreed to fund        
non-return drain covers on Oxholme Brook 
along the High Street. We hope the work                   
will take place after the banks have been   
cut in September. 

Along with neighbouring parish councils, 
we sent a letter to the chair of the Regional 
Flood and Coastal Committee  in June, 
requesting, in the strongest possible      
terms, that the St Ives and Brownshill 
sluices are repaired. 

The Enviromment Agency (EA) held an 
information event in August, after we went 
to press. We will update you in the October 
issue of  The Journal. 

Sue Ellington - South Cambridgeshire 
District councillor  The change in 
government following the 4 July elections 
is highlighting issues affecting SCDC. 
Increased focus on housing development 
has resulted in permission for 1300 
houses being granted for the Bourn village 
development. This had been held up 
because the EA had concerns about the 
water supply, but there are now plans for a 
new reservoir. Other developments on the 
biomedical site and Northstowe are also 
being brought forward. 

The other important development concerns 
renewable energy, including solar farms and 
wind turbines, which may be appropriate for 
our flat countryside.

As always, if I can help with any issues in 
relation to SCDC contact me via phone 
07774146331 or email cllr.Ellington@
scambs.gov.uk 

 

Photos on previous page, left to right: new postbox; 
Rachael Mortimer; Community Cafe cakes.
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From the chair
Litter A request was made at the village 
meeting for a litter picking event to be 
organised in the village. Chris Burns, our 
handyman, litter picks in the village every 
week. Thankfully, most of the time there 
isn’t too much to collect and most of that 
is rubbish thrown from vehicles travelling 
through the village. Unfortunately, the 
litter hot spot between the old A1307 and 
the vicarage and College Farm, isn’t safe 
to work in. Fortunately, most residents 
pick up any litter outside their homes, 
which is incredibly helpful as it keeps our 
village looking good and frees up Chris 
for other tasks, so thank you all for that!

Speedwatch We’d been congratulating 
ourselves that fewer drivers were now 
speeding through the village. However, 
on the last hour-long Speedwatch 
session, six drivers broke the 40 mph 
speed limit along Mill Road and will have 
received letters from the police.

Post boxes The poles left behind 
following the theft of two village post 
boxes last year have been removed. 
Royal Mail has recently put a new post 
box at the village hall entrance.

Community warden There are several 
community wardens working across 
Cambridgeshire. Our scheme, which 
encompasses Fen Drayton, Lolworth and 
Fenstanton, is overseen by AgeUK. We 
are very lucky to have Rachael Mortimer 
as our community warden.
 
Rachael is an experienced professional, 
helping clients remain as independent as 
possible in their local community. Some 
have simple needs, such as a regular 
phone call from a familiar voice to check 
all’s well, while others may require help 
with reading post, collecting prescriptions 
or shopping, making phone calls 
and arranging hospital appointments 
Rachael’s extensive local knowledge 
enables her to advise clients about local 
services and benefits and tailor her 
support to an individual’s needs.
 
If you think Rachael could help you or 
someone you know, whether for a short 
period of time (such as recovery after an 
operation) or a longer period, or for carer 
respite, call her on 07971 951412.

For more information go to: www.ageuk.
org.uk/cambridgeshireandpeterborough/
our-services/

Community Cafe
On 14 September the cafe will be raising 

funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Doors open at 10.30. 

The cafe will also be hosting a ceramics 
demonstration, with the opportunity for 

people to have a go too.

The Gardening Club will be meeting at 
10.45 as well (it’s a busy morning!).

Freshly made hot drinks and home-baked 
cakes will be available as usual. So come 
along to our amazing cafe where you will 

receive a warm welcome, while helping to 
raise vital funds for charity. 

Contact:

email: fendrayton.clerk@gmail.com

website: www.fendrayton.org

post: PO Box 1102,  Fen Drayton, Cambridge CB24 4WZ

Grants In June we reported the success 
of local fundraising for the new pavilion. 
With contributions from the beer festival, 
Fen Drayton residents, local businesses, 
the football club and the parish council, 
the total had reached £24,000.

So we were very disappointed to hear that 
our grant application to FCC Communities 
Fund for the balance of the project cost 
was rejected. Fortunately, there are other 
sources of grant funding available and we 
are now preparing two more applications. 
We should know the outcome by the end 
of the year.

Flooding We continue to engage with all 
agencies looking at projects that could 
help to alleviate flooding in the village. 
Cambridgeshire County Council  has 
been extremely helpful and agreed to fund        
non-return drain covers on Oxholme Brook 
along the High Street. We hope the work                   
will take place after the banks have been   
cut in September. 

Along with neighbouring parish councils, 
we sent a letter to the chair of the Regional 
Flood and Coastal Committee  in June, 
requesting, in the strongest possible      
terms, that the St Ives and Brownshill 
sluices are repaired. 

The Enviromment Agency (EA) held an 
information event in August, after we went 
to press. We will update you in the October 
issue of  The Journal. 

Sue Ellington - South Cambridgeshire 
District councillor  The change in 
government following the 4 July elections 
is highlighting issues affecting SCDC. 
Increased focus on housing development 
has resulted in permission for 1300 
houses being granted for the Bourn village 
development. This had been held up 
because the EA had concerns about the 
water supply, but there are now plans for a 
new reservoir. Other developments on the 
biomedical site and Northstowe are also 
being brought forward. 

The other important development concerns 
renewable energy, including solar farms and 
wind turbines, which may be appropriate for 
our flat countryside.

As always, if I can help with any issues in 
relation to SCDC contact me via phone 
07774146331 or email cllr.Ellington@
scambs.gov.uk 

 

Photos on previous page, left to right: new postbox; 
Rachael Mortimer; Community Cafe cakes.
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Head Lines

Summer time! A chance to reflect on the 
school year that has passed and look ahead 
to the one that will soon start. We hope you 
have enjoyed a peaceful summer, whatever 
it has involved for you and your families.
We were sad to say farewell to our departing 
Year 6 pupils at the end of the summer term. 
We are certain, though, that they will make 
a successful start to their secondary school 
education. The Year 6 children wowed us all 

with their performance of I’m an 11-year-old, 
get me out of here! at the end of term, then 
celebrated further with their usual barbecue 
and games afternoon provided by our PTA.

The end of term 
also provided 
the opportunity 
to welcome our 
new Reception Class to school during                      
our transition sessions. Most of these 
children have already been a part of our 
preschool, but we are looking forward to      
re-welcoming them in September for their 
first day of school.

Our Sports Day on 4 July was 
a great success. We have 
included some action shots 
of the children with this 
article. The day was a good 
warm-up for The Big Village 
Fun Day on 6 July when, 
once the rainclouds cleared, 
we enjoyed a fabulous 
afternoon on the school field 
and plenty of money was 
raised for local good causes. 
Our own PTA team worked 
hard to support the event 
and we are thrilled with 
the money raised. We will 
be using some of the funds 
to provide a ‘scooter day’ 
for the children in October, 
when we will welcome World 
and European Champion 
Terry Price to school for two 

days of workshops. 
With best wishes, from all of us at 
Fenstanton and Hilton Primary School and 
Preschool.

News from Fenstanton and 
Hilton Primary and Preschool
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In May, we had our Section 5 Ofsted 
inspection. We were pleased to achieve 
Good in all areas with the inspectors 
praising our culture of support and 
kindness. Our pupils’ politeness and good 
behaviour was also praised and they noted 
how the children enjoy learning. The 
inspectors recognised how we have high 
expectations for all our pupils, including 
those with special educational needs. I am 
incredibly proud of our school and how all 
staff share the same vision and ambition 
for all our pupils and it was great to see this 
identified by the inspectors.

With Ofsted out the way, it was business 
as usual during our last half term. We took 
Reception and KS1 to the Sealife Centre. 
The children enjoyed seeing all the different 
creatures they’d been learning about in their 
topics. 
No summer term would be complete without 
sports day. We enjoyed beautiful weather 
and welcomed lots of families into school 
to watch the children take part in a variety 
of sporting activities and finished off with 
the traditional running races. As always, our 
Y6s supported the younger pupils with their 
sports days. 
Our school council takes its role very 

seriously. Last term, 
they wrote to the 
PTA, asking them to 
purchase litter pickers 

to help keep the school grounds clean. They 
also enjoyed organising our Water for Africa 
day after several of them had read a book in 
guided reading about a child in Africa, who 
had to walk miles each day to fetch clean 
water. Children in Y5/6 organised a fun day of 
activities to raise money for UNICEF’s WASH 
project. 
We work very closely with our cluster schools 
and this year saw us all take part in a cross-
school writing competition. A presentation 
evening at Swavesey Village College saw 

several of our children attending, with Iris 
winning in the Early Years category. 
If you would like to find out more about 
us, take a look at our website www.
fendraytonprimary.co.uk. We have spaces 
in most year groups but it’s always worth 
giving us a call to discuss further. Please 
email office@fendrayton.cambs.sch.uk or 
call 01954 273346 to arrange a visit. 
Nina McQueen, Headteacher

Fen Drayton Primary School
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What you’re Missing

News from the Scouts

Seeking bright eyed 
and bushy tailed 
new recruits!
We’re very excited to announce that we are 
hoping to bring Squirrels to 1st Fenstanton & 
Hilton Scouts!

Squirrels is the newest branch of the Scouts 
family tree, where 4-6 year olds can join in too! 
This is an age when minds are fizzing, when 
energy and curiosity levels are sky high, when 
little lives are full of wow and wonder.  Every 
week, Squirrels will gather to grow and learn 
their way through lots of different games and 
activities. They’ll tell stories and play games, 
get active and explore the outdoors.  Squirrels 
can achieve anything they set their minds to – 
and will have lots of fun along the way. 
To get Squirrels started, we’re in need of some 
new recruits to join the adventure – both 
young people to get involved and new adults 
to join our growing volunteer team. 
We’re holding an Open Evening for potential 
Squirrels and their parents/carers on 

Wednesday 2 October, 5.30pm, at Fen Drayton 
Village Hall – if your child is age 3, 4 or 5, 
bring them along to see what an adventure in 
Squirrels could be like! 
We will also be holding an information 
evening (for adults only) on Tuesday 8 

October, 7.15pm, at Fen Drayton Village 
Hall. Come along to find out how you can 
help make Squirrels happen for children in 
Fenstanton, Hilton and Fen Drayton.
To RSVP and register your child’s 
interest to join Squirrels, please visit 
fenstantonhiltonscouts.co.uk/squirrels and 
follow the links. 
Any questions?  Please get in touch via our 
website, Facebook (/fenhilscouts), or drop a 
text to 07936 751905. 
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Offers a wide variety 
of professional services 
ranging from teeth 
cleaning, dog walking, 
breed standard traditional 
grooms, to modern 
style grooms for both 
dogs and cats.

Opening times
Mon Closed      Tues, Thurs & Fri 8am-6pm
Wed 8am-8pm   Sat 8am-6pm   Sun Closed

18 High Street, Fenstanton, Cambs PE28 9JZ
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M: 07477 878537 
T: 01480 461959

Award winning dog groomers
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What you’re Missing

 Hilton Art Club
The visit to the Norris Museum, a little gem of a museum was very interesting 
and while some chose to spend most of the morning there, aided by the 
friendly and helpful staff, others drifted into the garden and sought shelter under the bandstand 
and had an enjoyable morning.  Kathy M and I stopped for coffee and a cake at a nearby café – 
couldn’t resist!

The ‘Exotic East’ yielded some colourful dragons (year 
of the wood dragon, which denotes diligence and 
perseverance, very useful for an artist), pagodas, a junk, 
etc. – see our Facebook page – Hilton Art Club (Cambs).

 We have been working hard to get ready for the art club 
exhibition within the Feast Week Art Show and had a 
great number of paintings to show this year, including a 
table showing ‘A Parliament of Barn Owls’ from the last 
workshop, which looked most impressive.  Well done, 
everyone.  Thanks to Chrissie Ball and her husband 
for their help setting up the tables and for the info 
beforehand.

6 September 10.00am – 12.30pm   Outside visit – en plein air painting, market end,   
    St Ives.  Meet at Ivo Lounge.

20 September 9.30am – 12.30 pm   Bonnie Scotland: Fauna and Flora, using   
     sketchbook / paper.  Bring your own photo.

You look like a role model!
At 1st Fenstanton and Hilton Scouts, we LOVE 
doing what we do – empowering young people 
with skills for life, helping them make friends for 
life and starting them on the adventurous journey 
through Scouting – which can last for life.
But with more than 50 children waiting to join 
our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts sections, we need 
your support. Could you be one of our amazing 
volunteers who can guide the next generation 
through their Scouting journey? 
With roles to fit around your skills and 
commitments, volunteering with us is a hugely 
rewarding experience – and looks great on your    
CV too!
To find out more about starting or continuing 
your Scouting journey with us, visit our 
Facebook page:    https://www.facebook.
com/1stFenHilScouts, or email us at        
comms@1st-fenstantonandhilton-scouts.org.uk. 
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Hilton Women’s Institute
It is with genuine sorrow that we are thinking 
of Gill Walsh and her husband David who have 
both very sadly and recently passed away and 
especially of her family at this time.

Gill’s membership was very precious to us, we 
loved her cheerful smile even when her going 
was very tough.  She was also was a brilliant 
seamstress - how we loved all her beautiful 
projects at her time at Craft Club with us and 
here we must add her wonderful support of 
the Royal British Legion Women’s Section in 
St Ives.  Gill packed so much enthusiasm into 
her life, now we must now try to follow in her 
special footsteps.

Our June meeting was special in welcoming 
Lucy Lewis back to talk to us.  During her 
military life, Lucy had paved new paths in 
being the only female member of the bomb 
squad with daring stories to tell and having to 
be stronger than men in a man’s world and she 
is still paving new paths in a man’s world as 
the Cambridge University Marshall.  This is an 
800 year-old post and our 
Lucy is the first woman ever 
to have been appointed.  
What an example she is to 
womanhood!

 The Marshall is responsible 
for behaviour in the ancient 
university, not just of 
the students and yet she 
also has to adhere to 800 
centuries of traditions.  Only 
the Chancellor and the 
Marshall wear strict gowns 
of office, for example, 
specific short socks in the 
summer, longer ones in 
winter she has a top hat and 
a carries a ceremonial mace 
dated 1628.  

Lucy is in charge of a team 
of a police force of 26 

constables within 
a 5 mile radius 
which predates the 
national force.  Then 
Lucy leads the Proctors, academics who settle 
disputes ruled by ancient statutes in books 
dated 1785.  Even today they must be ‘fleet 
of foot,’ control the streets and ensure that 
students are back in college by 9 pm.  Finally, 
Lucy greets and has escorted to lunch such 
famous recipients of honorary degrees as the 
Dali Lama, Mother Teresa and Bianca Jagger.  
Lucy is a wonderful character for such a 
prodigious post, she is never fazed and above 
all possesses a wonderfully witty sense of 
humour.

Finally, some good news!  We are delighted to 
learn of Julie and Mike’s recent engagement, 
we eagerly await news of their wedding and 
of course wish them great happiness and 
contentment together.

New members always made very welcome:- 
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What you’re Missing

Fenstanton Friendship Club
I hope everyone has had a good 
July/August.
If you would like to meet new friends and 
socialise, please come along and help the 
club grow. Age is no barrier and we welcome 
everyone into our fold. It is always good to 
get new ideas and suggestions for meetings.  
We meet every other Wednesday at 2.00pm, 
in the building of the United Reformed 
Church in Chequer Street. Although we hold 
our meetings in the church building, we are 
not affiliated to the church. Our activities 
are varied and as well as the yearly trips 
out to lunch, cream teas, boat trips on The 
Ladybird, strawberry tea and Christmas 
celebration, we will have various speakers 
and entertainers. 

Come along and check us out, you will find  
a friendly group and a warm welcome.

19 June We had a wonderful afternoon 
with Andrew who taught us a lot about 
instruments and the playing of them. He 
brought along four instruments, B flat and E 
flat cornets, and made beautiful music with 
each of them. There were many questions 
and John Abram tried on Andrew’s Olympic 
jacket from the opening ceremony 2012. 
Super time was had by all of us.

3 July Our strawberry tea. A good afternoon 
sharing little known facts about each of us. 
We each wrote a fact on a piece of paper 
which went into a container, each of us 
chose a paper and read out the information. 
All of us then had to guess who had written 
on it. Some very interesting and surprising 
facts were revealed. You will have to come 
along and find out what they were!! The 
strawberries from the farm in Hilton were 
delicious                    as was all the food.

17 July Jason Middleton came and talked 
to us about the history of Pearl Diving and 
the formation of pearls. It was a really 
interesting afternoon. He also designs pieces 
of jewellery, which were beautiful.

31 July A visit to Madingley Hall. It was a 
beautiful sunny day and we all enjoyed the 

visit. Some of us walked around the grounds 
whilst others stayed in the shade. The cafe 
staff were very welcoming and made sure we 
were looked after well.

Upcoming Meetings
14 August   An afternoon of music from the 
shows with Caroline Foster.

28 August   A trip to Burghley House with a 
guided tour.

11 September   A return visit from Martin 
John. A great afternoon of piano and guitar 
music.

Any questions please contact me. Marie 
Newns bubblenewns@gmail.com 01480 
350119
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Hilton Flower Club
Our June outing to Beth Chatto’s garden was a great success, the weather was just right 
for walking through the garden, which is about 6 acres with a wonderful assortment of 
trees and shrubs. 
There were different areas of gardens, gravel gardens with drought resistant plants, 
such as deep coloured poppies and silver leafed plants that looked stunning together. 
Shade- loving collection, flowers for bees, bugs and butterflies and the Alpine garden.  
There were also wonderful relaxing woodland walks, lakes and ponds with moisture-
loving plants.  There is so much more to explore, so this garden is well worth a visit.
Our next meetings are:-
September 2 Workshop, don’t forget your scissors.  If anyone would like   
  to join us please ring Beverley 830571 or June 830306.
October 7  Ann Purt flower demonstrator
November 4 Elizabeth Robertson flower demonstrator
December 2 June / Beverley flower demonstrators and our Christmas Party
Look forward to seeing you all after our summer holidays.  
Hilton Village Hall 2pm-4pm
Entrance    £6.00  (includes tea/biscuits ) No membership just pay on the door.
Beverley and June

Fenstanton Bowls Club
The weather has been kind to us 
over the last few weeks and we 
have enjoyed much success in our 

league matches.  As we head towards the 
end of the season our Huntingdon District 
Men’s and Ladies’ Leagues are sitting near 
the top of their divisions and so are the 
Cambridge and District League first team.  All 
three could see promotion by the end of the 
season and we wish them much luck in their 
last few matches.
We are now in the midst of our club 
competitions.   The Hetherton trophy was 
played a few weeks ago with Linda Brodie 
and Mike Driver winning through to the final, 
which will be played on finals day at the end 
of August.  The Clive Barrow competition saw 
over 20 members taking part and was great 
fun.  Ben Turner was the winner on the day 
and will be presented with his trophy at our 
annual dinner in November.  Ben has just 
returned to our club this season so a great 
start for him – welcome back Ben!  In the 
next few weeks we will be playing the Bertha 
Pitfield trophy – a drawn triples competition 

which all members 
can join in.
Our Sunday morning 
social bowls 
continues to be 
popular, so if you 
want to pop down to 
see us and find out 
more about the club, 
please do!  We are 
there between 10am 
and 12pm every 
Sunday.

What you’re Missing
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Fen Drayton Tennis Club
The club summer tournament took place on 
30 June. This is competitive, but also a social, 
event with players of all levels taking part. 
A round-robin stage ensures that all entrants 
play several matches before the knock-out 
stage. In the final Will Norton and Russ Martin 
defeated Geoff Mudge and Willie Wilson in a 
match that was enjoyable for the rest of us to 
watch. 
As part of offering more than just a pair of 
courts, the current year has seen a men’s 
team competing in the Cambridgeshire Men’s 
Open League, with some very creditable 
performances. Members taking part come, 
variously, from Fen Drayton, Fenstanton 
and Swavesey and reflect the current 
membership, which is around 120 and 
drawn from the various villages in the area. 
Also, this year, we have run a ‘ladder’ 
system, which is a form of league table 
for club members who wish to arrange 
competitive matches against each other. 
This has made a very good start and is now 
gathering pace. 
The club has run another successful 
coaching programme this season, for 
both juniors and adults. The principal 
coach is Diane Cobb, who is excellent 
at improving all levels and ages of player.                               

There will be 
a further short 
programme 
beginning in 
September. Please 
see our website 
for details: www.
fendraytontc.co.uk 
Finally, if all you want to do is have the 
occasional game without joining a club then 
we encourage you to use the Pay and Play 
system which, again, is operated via the 
website.

All the entrants

The finalists
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Additional Sockets and Lighting, Consumer Unit Upgrades, Electric Vehicle Charge Points, 
Garden Lighting….Just to name a few 

*Contact Dan for a free estimate. You can also reach me on WhatsApp*  

07886 832 724 | dan@greencityelectrical.co.uk | greencityelectrical.co.uk  

What you’re Missing

We are looking forward to a busy autumn 
term with lots of fun activities to take part 
in and badges to earn.  Our Brownie unit is 
full but we have spaces for Rainbows - from 
4½ to 6 year olds, please contact us if you 
would more information or would like to 
put your daughter’s name down or search 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus to register.  
We are also keen to recruit adult helpers for 
Rainbows and welcome 14 - 18 year olds as 
Young Leaders.
We love to introduce our girls to new and 
interesting activities, so if you have a hobby or 
job or experience in anything you think may be 
of interest to us or have somewhere we could 
visit, please do let us know.
Karen Baker - Rainbow and Brownie leader
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The Highs and Lows

Contrary to popular perceptions of May 
2024, an often cloudy month with  few 
notable warm days and above average 
rainfall, the statistics recorded it was, by 
quite some distance the warmest May since 
at least 1884, being 2.5C above the 1991-
2020 long term average.  So how could this 
be?  The answer lies in the persistently high 
night time minima when 22 nights remained 
above 10C (50F) due in part to cloudy skies.  
The lowest temperature during the month 
was 7C (44.6F), an exceptionally high figure.  
There were no frosts, indeed this year frost 
was a rarity throughout the spring.  On 
one of the few clear nights another rarity 
occurred, at least for our part of the UK, on 
the 11th and 12th the “Northern Lights” 
were visible over Hilton, as well as other 
local areas.  The wettest day in May was on 
the 21st/22nd when 1.5” (38mm) of rain fell.

For people hoping for a warm start to the 
summer the first three weeks of June were 
generally chilly.  The first warm spell occurred 
from the 20th to the 29th during which a 
temperature of 27.5C (81.5F) was recorded.  
The month as a whole was drier than average 
with 0.75” (19mm) rainfall in total.  June was 
the first month in the last year in Hilton to 
experience drier than average conditions.  
The cumulative rainfall total during those 
12 months was just over 32” (815mm) which 
is around 9” (230mm) more than this area 
receives in an average year.

As July commenced the weather reverted 
to type, chilly, cloudy and wet.  By the end 

of the first fortnight, more than the average 
July rainfall total had already been exceeded.  
The second half of July brought a welcome 
improvement with most days exceeding 
23C (73.4F) and two notably warm spells 
and generally drier conditions.  The highest 
temperature occurred during the last days of 
the month when during the first heatwave of 
the Summer 29C (84.2F) was reached.

Worldwide extreme weather events continue 
to occur, two of which affected North 
America:- 

1.  Canada.  The famous tourist town of 
Jasper “Jewel of the Rockies” was hit by 
a 100 metre high (32.8 feet) firewall in 
late July which totally destroyed more 
than one third of its buildings.  The fire 
is believed to have been started by a 
lightning strike.  At the time of writing, 
there were 48 wildfires burning “out of 
control” in Alberta province.

2.  USA, mid-west states.  11 states were hit 
by 80 tornados in July ahead of which 28 
million people (equivalent to the total 
population of Australia) were subject to 
tornado watches.  Little Rock in Arkansas 
was particularly badly hit.

Finally, the El Nino Cycle which began in 
2020 appears to have now ended, having 
brought chaos to global weather systems, 
contributing in part to higher temperatures.   
Worldwide the last 12 months, month by 
month have been the warmest ever recorded.

Weather Watch by Patrick Landucci
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Air Source Heat Pump
Ground Source Heat Pump
Gas & Oil Boiler Installation
Underfloor Heating
Service, Maintenance 
& Repair

The power is yours 

07950 147793     01954 770309
info@rdssolar.co.uk
www.rdssolar.co.uk
Info@rdsheatingandrenewables.co.uk
www.rdsheatingandrenewables.co.uk

DOMINIC 
MOODY

Painter and Decorator
Internal/External

Commercial/Domestic
References Available

Home 01480 465400
Mobile 07714 261836

Email: dp_moody@yahoo.co.uk

www.dpmoody.co.uk

32 Ramsey Road, St Ives
Huntingdon PE27 5RD
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Bird’s Eye View

An update from 
Fen Drayton Lakes
As a nature reserve, Fen Drayton Lakes is 
managed with specific species in mind. 
These target species are determined in 
conversation with our ecologists and are 
based on the habitats present on site, the 
UK Red-list of endangered birds, and by the 
RSPB’s list of priority species. 
The mosaic of diverse habitats that make 
up our reserve, including lakes, reedbed, 
and woodland means that we have a wide 
range of animals, plants and fungi on site. 
Each habitat has different target species 
that we aim to attract, whilst also drawing in 
many other species that make their homes in 
similar environs.
As we’ve mentioned in previous articles, 
our year is split between the breeding and 
non-breeding seasons. During the autumn 
and winter when many of our breeding birds 
are down in Africa and other creatures are 
hibernating or just overwintering, we carry 
out large-scale work to maintain and improve 
our habitats. Much of this work is carried out 
rotationally around the site and following 
specific methods known to achieve the 
required results. 
The culmination of this work is when spring 
comes around and we carry out our 
breeding bird surveys. The hope 
is that numbers of each species 
have remained stable, maybe 
even increased, and that areas 
where work was carried out in the 
preceding months are being used. 
Surveys often start early in the 
morning, none more so than for 
Bittern. These specialist reedbed 
herons are territorial with the 
males calling from pre-dawn and 
gradually quietening down as the 
morning progresses. We have had 
two calling this year, keeping the 
number stable over the past few 
years.

Other species we survey include a variety 
of songbirds in the hedgerows and scrubby 
areas around the site; waders and waterfowl 
out on the lakes and wetland margins; 
and gulls and terns on the islands and               
man-made rafts.
As we enter autumn, we will be reviewing our 
breeding figures for the year and planning 
our work for the next few months to keep Fen 
Drayton Lakes in the best possible condition 
for our target, and other species.

Upcoming events at                              
Fen Drayton Lakes
Wild(ish) Camping for Groups - A unique 
opportunity for groups to camp on the 
reserve.
Wednesday Wander Guided Walk - Join our 
knowledgeable volunteers for a walk around 
the reserve.  

To see further details and book for all the 
events mentioned, please visit:   
events.rspb.org.uk/fendraytonlakes 
Visit rspb.org.uk/days-out/reserves/fen-
drayton-lakes

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, 
Scotland no. SC037654.  Photograph: Moorhen chick, one of many species that breed on site – Henry Cook
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The Yellow Pages

Venues for hire
Fen Drayton Village Hall 07596 576515
Fenstanton Church Centre 01954 230471
Hilton Village Hall  07752 678415

Councils
Cambridgeshire County Council 0345 045 5200
Fen Drayton Parish Council 07704 023534
Fenstanton Parish Council 01480 465300
Hilton Parish Council  01480 830605
Huntingdonshire District Council 01480 388388
South Cambs District Council 0345 045 0500

Community Groups and Clubs
Books and Jigsaws at FURC 01480 498221
Fen Drayton Bowls Club 01480 385297
Fen Drayton Lions FC  07718 900880
Fen Drayton Parent 
and Toddlers  07549 630124
Fen Drayton Tennis Club 01954 231752
Fen Shanty Folk   07841 599492 
Fenstanton Baby and 
Toddler Group  07742 259653
Fenstanton Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts  07531 863368
Fenstanton Bowls Club 07541 968125
Fenstanton Community Hub 07949 453767
Fenstanton Football Club 07968 081874
Fenstanton Friendship Club 01480 350119
Fenstanton Glebe Allotments 07817 786298
Fenstanton Town Trust    01480 464753 
Fenstanton Indoor Bowls 01480 497202
Fenstanton Knitter 
and Natters  01480 498221
Fenstanton Litter Picking 07949 453767
Fenstanton Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides  07730 369565
Fenstanton Speed Watch 07949 453767
Hilton Art Club  01480 830696
Hilton Baby and Toddler 
Group   07527 394945
Hilton British Legion  01480 831186
Hilton Community Garden 01480 830707
Hilton Flower Club  01480 830571
Hilton HGV Watch  07768 294878
Hilton Neighbourhood Watch 01480 831658
Hilton Rainbows and Brownies 07970 404569

Community Groups and Clubs
Hilton Speed Watch  07540 811115
Hilton Town Trust  01480 830866
Hilton WI   01480 831186
RSPB   01954 233260
Slimming World  07568 444140

Community events
Fen Drayton 10k run  07919 254467
Hilton Feast Week  01480 830605
Hilton Produce Show  01480 830412
Hilton Summer Ball  01480 831299
The BIG Village Fun Day 01480 370973

Education
Fen Drayton Primary School 01954 273346
Fenstanton and Hilton 
Primary School  01480 375055
Hilton Day Nursery  01767 688715
Ladybird Day Nursery  01480 469166
Sunhill Nursery  01954 230030 
Swavesey Village College 01954 230366

Churches
St Mary’s Church, Fen Drayton   01480 465211
Fenstanton Parish Church     01480 465211
Fenstanton URC  01480 352058
Hilton Methodist Church 01480 830686
Hilton Parish Church  01480 830866
St Ives Roman Catholic Church 01480 462192
The Particular Baptist Church 01480 830142

Emergency numbers
A&E Addenbrooks Hospital 01233 217118
A&E Hinchinbrooke Hospital 01480 416416
Environment Agency 
(Flood Line)  0845 9881188
Fenstanton pharmacy 01480 495159
Fenstanton surgery  01480 461873
Fly Tipping  0345 0450500
Gas leak   0800 111 999
Non emergency medical                      111
Non emergency Police                      101
Papworth pharmacy  01480 831415
Papworth surgery  01480 830888
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Emergency numbers
Peterborough City Hospital 01733 678000 
Power cut   0800 678 3105
Samaritans  116 123 Free
Swavesey surgery  01954 230202
Water leak   0800 316 7676

Buses
A2B   0800 001 6255
Dews Coaches  01487 740241
Stagecoach  01223 423578
Whippet Coaches  01954 230011

Pubs and eating places
Carriage’s of Cambridge 01954 233279
Little Piggy Cafe      07764 336911 
The Duchess, Fenstanton 01480 350859
The Three Tuns, Fen Drayton 01954 230242
The White Swan, Conington 01954 267251

Retail
Alan’s Carpets  07790 681317
Ash’s Store  01480 466225
Denise Jackson Interiors 07910 507541
Eye Specs   01480 499606
Frank’s Farm    07831 777766 
Norwich Sunblinds    01223 904129 
Ponders Travel   01954 232802 
Post Office and OMIA Store 07533 240954
Respiratory Nutrition   07907 560107 
Ron’s Farm Shop  01480 495127
Rosegate Farm Shop  07922 588171

Garden services
G G Landscapes  07889 848117
Hamptons Groundcare 01480 274848
Hemingford Arboriculture 01480 463674
Ray Puddefoot  07501 684935

Decorators
D Moody   01480 465400
Jason Kirby  01954 211775

Design, printing and copying
St Ives Quickprint Ltd  01480 465215 

Household services
Cambridge Light Removals 01480 352220
Christopher the Locksmith  07772 111222 
Easton & Cook Funerals 01480 310400
Fairy Dog Mother  01480 461959
Hamptons Pest Control 01480 274848
Hilton Private Hire  07521 293434 
J L Wright Chimney Sweep 01954 253315
L&R Removals   07526 070877
More Space Storage  01480 830130
Television Mobile Repair Service 07887 887319
W&H Peacock Auctioneers  01480 474550 
Z Cars Taxis  01480 462046 

Electricians 
DSS Electrical  0800 019 7992
TW Electical  07810 710826
Twin Electical Services 07796 492953

Plumbing and Heating Engineers
J Halstead   01480 830329
MDS    01480 800810
RDS    01954 770309

Building services and supplies
Bannold   01954 231666
CanDo Roofing  01354 629575
G B Builders  01487 479253
G C Bricklaying  07375 359035
GCE Groundworks  07737 884643
Graham Malkan    07799 850237
R D B Flooring  07970 256237
Stormguard Building Services 01480 270744

Car servicing and repairs
Wilderspin Garage  01954 230273

The Journal
Advertising   07768 274456
Circulation   07876 446565
Editorial - Fen Drayton  07711 442473
Editorial - Fenstanton  07952 838121
Editorial - Hilton   07793 794431
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FENSTANTON POST OFFICE3 Rooker� Plac�Omi� Stor�OMIA 
Convenience Store

Support local business 
Shop locally

3 Rookery Place, Fenstanton PE28 9LZ

Open
Monday - Friday 7am to 9pm

Saturday 8am to 9pm
Sunday 9am to 7pm

               @omiastore
               @omiacakes

Plumbing& Heating

07570 387 684 01480 830 329
jhalsteadplumbing@gmail.com

GGLandscapes 
Tel: 01954 203004

Grass cutting                                                          
Garden Clearance 
Hedge trimming                                                    

Tree felling 
 General maintenance                                      

Rotavating 
Turf supplied and laid                                          

Moss control 
Fencing                                                                   

Weed and feed grasses 
Trailer hire for garden rubbish – 

clean wood, clean rubble, clean soil
to take away.
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Catering CompanyMenu
Set Lunch

2 �o�r��� �1�
3 �o�r��� �2�

Three Tuns
Fen Drayton

01954 230242

www. threetunsfendrayton.co.uk
SCAN TO 
VIEW MENU


